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HILLS DISTRICT ORCHIDS 
Spring Open Day Sunday 25 September 2011 


@183 Windsor Road Northmead 21 52 NSW 


gam til 4pm (please park i in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue). 


Heaps of flowering orchids, rare species and unusual plants for sale, 
as well as a full range of orchid related supplies and new and exclusive 
Clivia miniata seedlings in a full range a colours. 


| | also attending: — 3 
: Tinonee Orchid Nursery, Macquarie Native Orchids and Miriam Ann Orchids 


| Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720 or 0412 123 036. 
— E-mail: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 2 


_HDO Open Days are held 4 times a year: : 


Autumn: Last Sunday i in February (26 February 2012) — 
| Winter Last Sunday i TH July [with Easy Orchids] (29 July 2012) ae 
Spring: Last Sunday i in September (25 September 2011) a 
- “summer First Sunday i in December [with Dark Star Orchids] (4 December 2011) 
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he 19th Australian Orchid Conference 

& Show is to be held in Perth, Western 
Australia from 11-16 September 2012. 
One of the keynote speakers at this 
conference will be local Andrew Brown 
who is an acknowledged and respected 
expert on the native orchids of Western Australia. 
Andrew is a professional employed by the Department 
of Environment and Conservation (DEC) within its 
Species and Communities Branch. In this issue, Andrew 
gives us a personal introduction to the wonderful 
and diverse native terrestrial orchids of south-west 
Western Australia. 

The 2011 National Orchid Extravaganza (hosted by 
the Cymbidium Club of Australia Inc.) will be again held 
at the Dural Recreation Centre at Ellerman Park, Round 
Corner Dural, NSW from 12-14 August 2011. This is 
regarded by many as the largest and most prestigious 
Cymbidium Show in Australia, and is an essential date 
on the orchid calendar. There will also be a monster 
raffle supporting Retina Australia. 


The Dendrobium speciosum Spectacular will again be 


held in Kempsey in early September. This is an event not 
to be missed by lovers of our native rock and tree orchids. 
Talking of native orchids, we showcase a new and rare 
albino form of the Toothed Helmet Orchid, Corybas 
pruinosus. We also give the results of the Victorian Orchids 
of the Year for 2010, as well as details on the upcoming 
Southern Orchid Spectacular that will have a new venue 
this October. 

Jim Cootes and colleagues describe a number of new 
Philippine orchid species. Many of the accompanying 


illustrations represent the first time images have been. 


published of these orchids new to science. For the past 
decade Jim has been working on an expanded and fully 
updated version of his original book. The new opus, 
Philippine Native Orchid Species is set for publication in 
late 2011. 

Long time subscriber and contributor, Ross Berglund 
AM has written a piece on the popular Dendrobium 


thrysiflorum, with photos showing an outstanding 


flowering specimen grown by friends Margaret and 
Ross Swan. Dr. Graham McKay continues to promote his 
beloved Phalaenopsis with some more stunning examples 
of new varieties and hybrids he has acquired on his most 
recent Taiwanese adventure. 

I will also have a report for an upcoming issue on the 
8th International Orchid Spectacular 2011 recently held 
in Port Moresby. I was kindly invited to lecture and be 
the Head Judge at this event by Justin Tkatchenko, the 
President of the Orchid Society of Papua New Guinea. 

In other news, the Australian Orchid Review is now 
100% owned by Hills Orchid Publishing Pty Limited. It 
now. becomes the largest privately owned orchid 
publication in the world, with the subscriber numbers 
constantly on the increase. We now finally have a new 
and secure website www.australianorchidreview.com.au 
where customers and readers can purchase back issues, 
limited book offerings (both new and pre-loved) and of 
course subscriptions to Australia’s largest and most 
popular orchid periodical since 1936. | 

David Banks 
Australian Orchid Review 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Text and photos by Andrew Brown 


Introduction 


rchids have fascinated people since 
the earliest of times. From the orchid 
mania of the nineteenth century to today 
where orchids are considered by many to 
be king of the floral industry, orchids 
continue to capture our imagination. From 
one of the bluest flowered orchids of all, 
the blue lady orchid (Thelymitra crinita), to 
-one of only three of the world’s fully 
underground orchid species, the western 
underground orchid (Rhizanthellagardneri), 
south-west Western Australian orchids are 
no exception. Their ephemeral nature, 
extraordinary beauty and often unusual 
floral forms, coupled with the sometimes 
bizarre methods many have adopted to 
achieve pollination has led many 
enthusiasts, myself included, to a life-long 
fascination with our native orchids. 
During my earliest forays into the bush, 
as a child growing up in, what was at that 
time, the largely rural community of 
Kelmscott.some 30 kilometres south of 
Perth, native orchids were just a short 
stroll from home. In these areas I saw 
spider orchids (Caladenia), enamel orchids 
(Elythranthera) and greenhood orchids 
(Pterostylis) that were often abundant. Each 
year as the summer heat abated I could 
hardly contain my excitement for the first 
blooms of the autumn flowering hare 
orchid (Leporella fimbriata) and bunny 
orchid (Hriochilus dilatatus), heralding the 
start of a new orchid season. 


Left: 

Eriochilus dilatatus 
blooms in autumn 
heralding the start of 
the new orchid season 


As time went by, this early interest in orchids extended to 
a love of the Western Australia bushland and its diverse flora, 
and I began to learn of the intricate relationships found in all 
ecological communities. In particular, I read about and 
observed the many unusual and sometimes bizarre ways in 
which insects and flowers interacted. In no plant family is this 
more pronounced than in the orchids. The flowers of some 
Western Australian orchids, such as the unusual hammer 


The unusual hammer orchids 
(Drakaea) have a highly 
modified labellum that 
resembles a Thynnine wasp 


orchids (Drakaea), have a highly modified labellum that not 
only resembles a female Thynnine wasp (at least to the wasp), 
it also emits a sexual floral odour (pheromone) to dupe the 
unsuspecting male wasp into thinking it is mating with a 
female of its species. I later discovered that there were many 
other south-west Western Australian orchids that used similar 
tricks to entice pollinators. 
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I also noticed that many orchids occurred only in 
particular habitats and were not able to survive if 
these areas were extensively modified. Some species, 
for instance, occurred only in soil pockets on granite 
outcrops, while others preferred seasonally-wet 
areas or always lived in association with particular 
native plants. The famous western underground 
orchid (Rhizanthella gardneri) for example occurs 
only under broom honey myrtle where an associated 
mycorrhizal fungus forms a nutritional link between 
the orchid and the shrubs root system. 


Right: Rhizanthella gardneri 
showing the individual flowers 


Below: Rhizanthella gardneri occurs only 
under broom honey myrtle where an associated 
mycorrhizal fungus forms a nutritional link 
between the orchid and the shrubs root system 
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Unfortunately, I have come to see many of my favourite 
places cleared or degraded by weeds, inappropriate fire (fire 
during the active growing phase of orchids) and rising saline 
water tables. The widespread areas of Banksia woodland that 
were common on the Swan Coastal Plain during my childhood 
are now much rarer and the remaining areas are becoming 
increasingly degraded and fragmented. The day is not too far 
off when the only representatives of this type of bushland will 
be in mostly small nature reserves. Much of the orchid rich 
Western Australian Wheatbelt has been cleared for Agriculture 
and many of the remaining remnant bushland areas are 
threatened with rising salinity, weeds and fire. Even the 
orchids found in the large forest areas of the south-west are 
notimmune to threats as they are often subject to inappropriate 
fire regimes that are not conducive to orchid ecology. 

There is no easy answer to this dilemma of human 
expansion and agricultural need verses conservation. 
However, through public education and awareness, pressure 
can be placed on authorities to put more remnant bushland 
areas into the reserve system and implement essential 
recovery actions to protect the orchids found in them. But 
before we can do this it is important to know what orchids 
we have and where they occur. 


History of nomenclature 

Just over two hundred years ago, between September 28 
and October 11, 1791, Archibald Menzies collected three 
orchid species from King George Sound on the south coast of 
Western Australia, the location of present-day Albany. These 
were the cowslip orchid (Caladenia flava), the rabbit orchid 
(Caladenia menziesii — now Leptoceras menziesit) and the purple 
pansy orchid (Diuris longifolia), and were the first known 
collections of south-west Western Australian orchids by 
European naturalists. The next collections were made in 
December 1801 when Robert Brown discovered an additional 
fifteen species, also in the Albany area. In 1810 Brown named 
sixteen species from these two collections. Additionally, two 
species from his collections, Microtis brownii and Prasophyllum 
brownii, were named in Brown’s honour by Heinrich 
Reichenbach in 1871. 

Over the next 201 years no less than 42 different researchers 
have been involved in naming south-west Western Australian 
orchids, culminating in some 28 genera and 298 species being 
formally named. Among the most recent of these is the 
remote inland species Caladenia saxicola which was named 
in 2007. 


latlenia flava 
sone of three 
tern Australian ~ 
orchids collected 
by Menzies in 1791 
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Caladenia saxicola 
is one of Western 
Australia’s most 
recently named 
orchid species 
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We are in a particularly active period of orchid taxonomy 
and much has been learned since those early days of discovery. 
Some eighty of the 298 formally described species found in 
south-west Western Australia have been named since 1998. 
In addition, a further 94 unnamed species are known and 
more are being discovered every year. Once studies are 
completed, the number of south-west Western Australian 
orchid species is likely to be well over 400. 

Many of the more recently recognised species were at one 
time considered to be merely variants of previously named 


orchids. However, following detailed Herbarium and field 
studies, we now recognise them as distinct. For instance, no 
less than 22 currently recognised Diuris species were once 
regarded as forms of D. corymbosa. While many of these taxa 
were ‘uncovered during Herbarium studies other recently 
recognised orchids were found during intensive field searches 
by Botanists and members of the West Australian Native 
Orchid Study and Conservation Group. Some of these species 
have now been formally described while others 
remain unnamed. 


Diuris amplissima was 
once regarded a form — 
of Diuris corymbosa — 


This undescribed 
Caladenia was 
discovered in 2003 
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Where do they grow? in a narrow coastal strip between there and South Australia. 
Just two species, an undescribed greenhood (Pterostylis) and 


South-west Western Australian orchids are found mostly 4 gun orchid (Thelymitra), have been found outside these 
below an imaginary line drawn between Shark Bay in the areas, Surviving as small populations in the arid interior by 
north and Israelite Bay in the east, with a few species found inhabiting moist run-off areas on the sides of rocky hills. 


This attractive 
Thelymitra is one of 
just two species found 
outside the Kimberley 
and south-west areas 


4 


Orchid habitat 


Habitat occupied by south-west Western Australian orchids 
varies enormously, with plants found in heaths, swamps, 
shallow soils on granite outcrops, rocky hills, salt lake margins, 
woodlands and forests, and even in swales in coastal dunes. 
In fact, orchids occupy all but the most arid and saline areas. 
Rainfall, which falls mainly during the winter and early 
spring months, ranges from 800-1000 mm annually in the 
higher rainfall lower south-west to just 244 mm at the 


SPRINGFIELD 


ORCHIDS 


32 Lyndhurst Road Kalamunda WA 6076 
Phone: (08) 9293 3196 Email: nado@iinet.net.au 
Phone email or write for your copy 


Prop. Nado Lenkic 
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extreme inland edges of orchid distribution. Species found in 
the more arid areas are able to survive by occupying run off 
areas on granite outcrops and rocky hills where they receive 
more moisture than is found in the surrounding heathlands 
and woodlands. Examples include several members of the 
rufous greenhood (Pterostylis rufa) complex which are found 
on granite outcrops east of Menzies some 726 km north-east 
of Perth, in an area that receives just 230 mm of 
annual rainfall. 


For new list and tours 
visit our website 

www. orchidproductions.com.au 
Email: philspenceorchidpro@msn.com 


PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 
Phone: 0408 994 696 Fax: 02 4384 4304 


How common are they? 


The south-west of Western Australia is one of the few 
regions in the world where the abundance and diversity of 
terrestrial orchids may be breathtaking. In some habitats, 
particularly the first spring after a summer fire, more than 40 
species have been recorded in a few hectares, some so 
abundant that walking without treading on them is almost 
impossible. But such situations are exceptional and in most 
places it would not be unusual to find up to 10 or so species 
growing together. 

Some of our orchids are widespread while others are rare 
and highly restricted. The cowslip orchid (Caladenia flava) is a 
common species that grows in a variety of habitats between 
Augusta on the south coast and Menzies in the Goldfields. It 
occurs over a range of some 1100 km and often blooms in 
large numbers as a result of its clonal behaviour. The species 


grows equally well in coastal heath, woodlands and forests, 
swamp margins and shallow soils on inland granite outcrops. 

Other species are much rarer or are restricted to specific 
habitats. For instance, Williams spider orchid (Caladenia 
williamsiae) is known from a single nature reserve east of 
Brookton, where it grows under dense heath on the tops of 
lateritic breakaways, and the majestic spider orchid (Caladenia 
winfieldii) is known from a single location near Manjimup. In 
this area it is found in seasonally wet habitat alongside an 
ephemeral creek. At one time the species was known from 
just 7 plants but through active conservation efforts has now 
increased to over 100 plants. These species are thought to be 
naturally rare but many others have become rare due to 
human influences. Currently, 36 orchid taxa in 9 genera are 
listed as highly threatened in the wild and are protected by 
State and Commonwealth legislation. 


Left: 

Caladenia williamsiae 
is known from a single 
nature reserve 

east Brookton 


Below: 

The beautiful Caladenia winfieldii 
is found only near Manjimup. 

Both species are protected by State 
and Commonwealth legislation 


Seedlings and 
flowering size plants 


Assorted species, 
paphs, aussie natives, 
cymbidiums 
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2 
When do they fl MEG Epiblema grandiflorum is 


Although the concentration of orchid species : a one of our summer 
flower in spring (for example over 200 species can & oe , flowering species 
be found in flower during September and October), : 
at least some south-west Western Australian can ~ 
be found in any given month of the year. For 
instance, the leafless orchid (Praecoxanthus 
aphyllus), flowers as early as March, as does the 
sweetly scented white bunny orchid (Eriochilus 
dilatatus), while the diminutive crystal helmet 
orchid (Corybas limpidus) and many greenhood 
(Pterostylis) species flower in winter, and the 
chestnut sun orchid (Thelymitra fuscolutea), the 
babe-in-a-cradle-orchid (Hpiblema grandiflorum) 
and the club-lipped spider orchid (Caladenia 
corynephora) flower in summer. 


Geophytes Most south-west Western Australian species resprout in 

All south-west Western Australian orchids are geophytic cushaheria late HONS through the winter and spring. During 
with most species being deciduous. This means they have a their active growing period a new underground storage organ 
dormant phase where they survive the dry summer period by is formed and the old one withers. Just one species, the slipper 


dying back to fleshy underground storage organs called tubers orchid (Cryptostylis ovata), which has fleshy roots, retains 
or rhizomes. above ground leaves all year round. 


Just one south-west species, _ 
Cryptostylis ovata, retains 
above ground leaves 
allyearround 
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Seasonal Cycle 


South-west Western Australian 
orchids have the same seasonal growing 
cycle regardless of their flowering time. 
Species that flower early in the season 
often have no leaves or their leaves are 
immature. At this time the new 
underground storage organ has not yet 
begun to form. Midseason species flower 
whilst the storage organ is still immature 
but usually have fully formed leaves. 
Late flowering species have fully formed 
leaves and a fully formed storage organ. 
By this time the old storage organ and, 
sometimes, the leaves have begun to 
wither. Thus, although you can find 
south-west Western Australian orchid 
species in flower from Autumn through 
to Summer, the seasonal development 
of leaves, and underground storage 
organs is much the same for all. 


How big are they? 


The height and flower size of south- 
west Western Australian orchids is 
remarkably diverse. The diminutive 
common helmet orchid (Corybas 
recurvus) grows to just 1.5 cm high, 
while the tallest of all our orchids, the 
king leek orchid (Prasophyllum regium), 
grows to well over 2 m high. The largest 
flowered south-west orchid is the giant 
spider orchid (Caladenia excelsa) which 
has flowers to 25 cm in length and 15 cm 
across. This attractive orchid is now rare 
in the wild, but can still be found in 
scattered populations between 
Dunsborough and Margaret River. The 
smallest flowered of our orchids is the 
swamp mignonette orchid (Microtis 
atrata) which has flowers a mere 2 mm 
across. It is a common species of 
seasonally wet areas between Perth and 
Esperance but, due to its diminutive 
size, is often overlooked. 


Web: www.rosellaorchids.com.au 
E-mail: allan@rosellaorchids.com.au 
Phone: 02 6643 3544 
Fax: 02 6643 3599 
Hours: By appointment only 


The tallest ofallthe 
south-west Western 
Australian orchids, 
Prasophyllumregium, 
grows to well over 
2mhigh 
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Even within genera, flower size varies enormously. The 
spider orchids (Caladenia) for instance comprise species with 
flowers ranging in size from the previously mentioned giant 
spider orchid (Caladenia excelsa) to the diminutive dwarf 
spider orchid (C. bryceana) with flowers just 2 cm across. 
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ith flowers to 25 cmin 
length and 15 cmacross, 
) Caladenia excelsais the 
largest flowered south-west _ 
Western Ayctalian orchid — 


Caladenia bryceana is now one of our rarest orchids and is 
protected by both State and Commonwealth legislation. The 
species comprises two subspecies with the typical subspecies 
known from a narrow geographic area near the Stirling Ranges 
and the subspecies cracens found in the Kalbarri-Murchison area. 


15 


Floral diversity 


The variation in floral shape between south-west Western 
Australian orchid species is enormous. Many are extremely 
attractive and include most spider orchids (Caladenia), donkey 
orchids (Diuris) and sun orchids (Thelymitra). Examples of 
some of our most attractive orchid species include the 
butterfly orchid (Caladenia lobata) which has a loosely held 
labellum that flutters in the slightest breeze, the pansy orchid 


Caladenia lobata is one of the - 
_ most attractive of the south- 
_west Western Australian 
‘spider orchidspecies _ 


(Diuris magnifica) which is one of the largest flowered of our 
donkey orchids and often forms impressive colonies that 
make a spectacular display when in full bloom, and the 
famous Queen of Sheba (Thelymitra variegata) which is 
without a doubt one of south-west Western Australia’s most 
attractive and sought after orchids. It has one to five purple 
and golden yellow marked flowers which open only on 
warm, sunny days and are a joy to see when in full bloom. 
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The brilliant purple and 

n yellow marked 
flowers ensure that 
Thelymitravariegata _ 
is one of our most sought 


Some, orchids however, have flowers that are so unusual, 
perhaps even bizarre, that it is hard for the uninitiated to 
imagine that they really are flowers. Examples of our more 
unusual orchids include the flying duck orchid (Paracaleana 
nigrita), the warty hammer orchid (Drakaea livida) and the 
elbow orchid (Spiculaea ciliata). Spiculaea ciliata is also unusual 
in that it flowers during our dry summer months when the 


shallow, mossy soil pockets on its granite outcrop habitat 
have dried out and ground temperatures sometimes reach 50 
degrees Celsius. It survives these extreme conditions by 
storing all its nutrients in its thick, fleshy stem. The orchid 
also has an interesting pollination strategy which I will discuss 
later in the article. 


Paracaleana nigrita 

has flowers that are 

so unusual that it is 
hard for the uninitiated 
to imagine that they 
really are flowers 


Reproduction 


While some south-west Western Australian orchid species, 
such as the curled-tongue shell orchid (Pterostylis rogersii) are 
able to form large colonies by producing two-or more 
underground storage organs per plant each year, most are like 


the fringed mantis orchid (Caladenia falcata) and rarely 
multiply this way. They must instead rely upon seed dispersal 
as a means to increase their numbers and this dependence 
requires the flowers to be actively pollinated by insects or, in 
rare cases, by self-pollination or apomixis. 


Below: Pterostylis rogersii forms large colonies by producing two or more underground storage organs per plant each year 
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Pollination 


Like orchids elsewhere, the south-west Western Australian 
species use a variety of contrivances to attract pollinating 
insects. Some are no different to most other flowering plants 
in offering food to potential pollinators. An example is the 
midge orchid (Cyrtostylis huegelii) which produces a sweet 
sugary substance near the base of its labellum. However, most 
of our native orchids provide neither nectar nor pollen. 
Instead, they engage in pretence and deception. There are 
flowers such as the common blue china orchid (Cyanicula 
gemmata) that use colour to attract native bees, others such as 
the common helmet orchid (Corybas recurvus) resemble fungi 
and attract small fungal gnats, some such as the scented sun 
orchid (Thelymitra macrophylla) are sweetly scented and attract 


native bees. Others such as forms of the common spider 
orchid (Caladenia vulgata) smell like rotten meat and attract 
small native flies. Some such as the rabbit orchid (Leptoceras 
menziesii) have structures like pollen-laden anthers of lilies, 
and some such as Cleopatra’s needles (Thelymitra apiculata), 
which resembles to a remarkable degree the flowers of 
associated Calectasia species, simply mimic other flowers to 
trick native bees. 

The masters of deception, however, are those orchids that 
deceive male wasps or flying ants by successfully emulating 
females of the insect species. This is done by emitting 
pheromones and also, sometimes, by visually resembling the 
female wasp. This is an evolutionary theme that reaches its 
most diverse and sophisticated development in south-west 
Western Australia. 


Below: The flowers of Thelymitra apiculata (left) resemble to a remarkable degree the flowers of associated Calectasia species (right) 
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One of the most well known of our native orchids that uses 
this form of deception is the common dragon orchid (Caladenia 
barbarossa) who's flowers are an irresistible lure to male 
Thynnine wasps. The orchid is widespread throughout the 
south-west and is often found in colonies of hundreds of 
plants. On warm, still mornings, the male wasps are attracted 
by the female mimicking pheromone produced by the flower 
and attempt to mate with its insect-like labellum. 


- Onwarm, still mornings, male 
Thynnine wasps are attracted 
bythefemale mimicking 
pheromone produced by 
Caladenia barbarossa and 
attempt to mate with its 
insect-like labellum 
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Another wasp pollinated species is the elbow orchid 
(Spiculaea ciliata) which has up to 10 dull coloured flowers, 
each with a hinged labellum and unusual saw-toothed 
column wings. Once the insect lands on the labellum and 
attempts to fly away with it, its wings become momentarily 
trapped by the toothed column wings of the orchid. Long 
enough for pollen to be removed or deposited. 


Above: The unusual flowers of Spiculaea ciliata have a hinged labellum and unusual saw-toothed column wings. When a male wasp lands on the 
labellum and attempts to fly away with it, its wings become momentarily trapped by the toothed column wings of the orchid 


Hybri disation hybrids are much less abundant. In the greenhoods (Pterostylis), 


Hybrids are found in most south-west Western Australian hammer orchids (Drakaea) and duck orchids (Paracaleana), 
orchid genera and are particularly common in the spider for instance, hybrids are rarely encountered. Many hybrids 


orchids (Caladenia) with 132 known hybrids and the sun are extremely attractive and include Thelymitra macrophylla x 
orchids (Thelymitra) with 30 known hybrids. Insome genera __ villosa, Caladenia longicauda x pectinata and C. flava x latifolia. 


Thelymitra macrophylla 
occasionally crosses with 
T. villosa to produce this 
very attractive hybrid 


Fire 

Fire is an integral part of the ecology of south-west Western 
Australia with much of the character of bushland influenced 
by its effects. However, the effect of natural fire on the south- 
west Western Australian native orchids, varies. For most, fire 
during their dormant period between late November and 
March has no adverse affect on their biology. In fact, many 
species respond favourably to fire during their dormant 
period by flowering only, or in greater abundance, following 
such an event. 

Some 32 south-west Western Australian species rarely 
flower unless there has been a summer fire, appearing as 
leaves only in intervening years. Orchids that fit into this 
category include species of beak orchid (Pyrorchis), many 
species of blue orchid (Cyanicula), species of bunny orchid 
(Eriochilus) and species of mignonette orchid (Microtis). There 
are also a range of spider orchids (Caladenia), donkey orchids 
(Diuris) and leek orchids (Prasophyllum) that respond 
favourably to summer fire. 


Pyrorchis forrestii is one 
of 32 species that 
respond favourably to 
summer fire by only 
flowering or flowering 
in greater profusion 
following such an event 


Fire at other times of the year, particularly during growing, 
flowering and seeding stages, can be detrimental and may be 
responsible for the decline in orchids in some bushland areas. 
High frequency burning, particularly in the wet season when 
orchids are in active growth, can be particularly damaging to 
south-west orchids. For the majority of these species a fire 
that occurs when the new underground storage organ is 
developing, is believed to kill or damage the plant. In many 
forest areas where orchids were once abundant, prescribed 
fires undertaken in the autumn, winter and early spring have 
resulted in a dramatic decrease in both orchid composition 
and abundance, with only a few hardy species surviving in 
any numbers. 

Managing fire with appropriate regimes that protect 
biodiversity values is a complex issue that requires a multi- 
disciplined approach if the aim is to protect sensitive natural 
elements such as orchids. 


Conclusion 

I hope this has given you a glimpse of 
what south-west Western Australia has 
to offer in its large and diverse orchid 
flora. I think you will agree that we do 
indeed have some spectacular and 
unusual species. Certainly species 
worthy of preserving for future 
generations to enjoy, so let us hope our 
politicians agree and have the 
forethought to set aside more land for 
these marvels of adaptation. 

(Andrew Brown is one of the keynote 
speakers at the upcoming 19th Australian 
Orchid Conference & Show, being 
held in Perth, Western Australia from 
11-16 September 2012) & 
Andrew Brown 

Species and Communities Branch 
Department of Environment 

and Conservation (DEC) 

17 Dick Perry Ave 

KENSINGTON WA 6983 

Email: andrew.brown@dec.wa.gov.au 
www.naturebase.net 
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Dendrobium speciosum 
subsp. curvicaule 
‘Debbie Anne’ AM/AOC 


Dendrobium speciosum 
Spectacular 2011 


Text by Phil Ritchie, photos by Bill Dobson 


he 2010 show followed closely after the 6th Australasian 

Native Orchid Conference held in Newcastle. As such, 
both events gave me a most stimulating two weeks away 
from the cold Melbourne weather. The Kempsey show was 
well attended with Bill Dobson giving the traditional Friday 
night talk on the subject of Dendrobium speciosum varieties 
accompanied by an excellent series of his stunning images. 
The quality of the plants at the show was to the usual very 
high standard. Again, the judges faced the daunting task of 
making decisions about plants which were all of very high 
quality and did an excellent job in limited time. The grand 
champion being one of Ted Walmsley’s line bred plants, 
Dendrobium speciosum subsp. curvicaule ‘Debbie Anne’ 
[Editor’s note: this orchid was originally judged and awarded 
with an ineligible four-word cultivar epithet (as ‘Palmerston 
Mist Debbie Anne’). In the Handbook on Orchid Nomenclature 
and Registration, under Part I—The Rules and recommendations 
of Nomenclature and Registration for Cultivated Orchids, it 
clearly states under Rule 21 “....a new grex epithet or cultivar 
epithet should preferably consist of one or two words and must 
not consist of more than three words. For the purposes of this 
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Rule a symbol, an abbreviation or a numeral is counted as a 
word.” (Article 30 of the Code of Nomenclature). The OSNSW 
Registrar of Judges should have been well aware of this 
anomaly, and needs to adjust the records accordingly. ] 

The range of other Australian species (including some 
terrestrials) on display was also of a very high standard as was 
a range of Australasian hybrids. Many of these plants were 
grown to specimen size, with the culture to match, making a 
most impressive display. The Sunday field trip involved a walk 
from Lloyd Edwards’ orchid nursery at Lorne into the adjoining 
state forest where we saw a number of species in-situ. 

This year’s Kempsey Speciosum Spectacular will be the 
tenth such show and, with the preparations underway, 
should be one of the best ever. It will be held at 57 Spooners 
Avenue, Greenhills via Kempsey, on the weekend of 3'4 and 
4th September 2011. Peter Adams (School of Botany, 
University of Melbourne and National Herbarium, Royal 
Botanic Gardens Melbourne) will be the guest speaker at the 
ANOS Mid North Coast Group Friday night meeting before 
the show (held at the show venue). There will also be an 
auction of desirable examples of Dendrobium speciosum and 
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Dendrobium speciosum 
(‘National White’ x subsp. 
curvicaule ‘Daylight Moon’) 


other Australian orchids at the Saturday night presentation 
function to be held at the Kempsey Heights Bowling Club. 
Full details are contained in the show brochure available from 
Ted Walmsley (02 6562-7150) or John Zietsch (02 6554-9733). 
Look forward to seeing you there! yey | 
Phil Ritchie 

Balaclave, Victoria 

Email: ritchiepj@bigpond.com 

(Phone: 03 9525-9606) 


_ Pterostylis baptistii See 
__-the King Greenhood . 


_ DockrilliaTweetas 
— ‘Purple Frills’ 


by Carolin Allen 


na beautiful Sunday morning in the middle of February 

the OSCOV judges converged on Berwick for our first 
meeting of 2011. The main item on the agenda is choosing 
the Victorian Orchids of the Year for 2010. All plants that 
have been awarded during 2010 are automatically entered 
other plants that have been seen by our judges at shows or 
monthly meetings may also be entered by their owners. 
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All plants being entered are grouped into their appropriate 
category. Some sections have quite a large number of plants 
entered while other sections have limited entries. As 
everybody is aware with all photographic type awards, such 
as this competition, you live or die on the quality of the 
photographs that the owner of the plants has to supply to the 
awards secretary for entry. 


The Victorian Orchid of the Year for 2010 was 
Cymbidium Drouin Masterpiece ‘Renae’ HCC/OSCOV 
grown by David Wain. This plant was also the Victorian 
Cymbidium of the Year — Sponsored by the Cymbidium Club 
of Victoria. The plant was exhibited at the Melbourne Orchid 
Spectacular held at Springers Sports complex Keysborough. 
Photo: IM 


Victorian Cultural Certificate of the Year and The 
Memoria Gunter Haar Award — Sponsored by The Orchid 
Societies Council of Victoria was Masdevallia Night Shade 
‘Peaches and Cream’ CC/OSCOV owned and shown by 
Marita Anderson and Chris Waterman, this plant was presented 
and awarded at an OSCOV judges meeting. Photo: MA 


Victorian Paphiopedilum Orchid Hybrid of the Year — 
Sponsored by the Ballarat Orchid Society was Paphiopedilum 
Black Spider ‘Castle Creek’ AM/OSCOV owned by Castle 
Creek Orchids. This plant was also judged the Victorian 
Seedling of the Year and gets the Harold and Florence 
Coker Award for Victorian Seedling of the Year. This 
award is sponsored by Francis and Julian Coker. Photo: IM 
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A Victorian Australian Native Orchid Species of the Year 
— Sponsored by Yarra Valley Orchid Society was Dendrobium 
speciosum ‘L12’ HCC/OSCOV owned by Nick Sargent from the 
Bairnsdale Orchid Club Spring Show September 2010. Photo: NS 


> Victorian Australian Native Orchid Hybrid of the Year 
— Sponsored by the Mornington Peninsula Orchid Society was 
Dendrobium Gippsland ‘Yvette’ HCC/OSCOV owned by 
C. Pegg shown at the Gippsland Orchid Club Show in 
October 2010. Photo: MA 


< Victorian Paphiopedilum Orchid Species of the Year — 
Sponsored by the Stawell Orchid Society was Paphiopedilum 
malipoense ‘Paige’ AM/OSCOV owned by Bill and Jan Miles 
exhibited at the Orchid Species Society of Victoria in 
September 2011. Photo: ME 


W Victorian Cattleya of the Year — Sponsored by the Mid- 
Murray Orchid Club was Sophrolaelia Orpetti ‘Laina’ owned by 
Victor and Anna Helbig and was exhibited at the Melbourne 
Orchid Spectacular held at Springers Sports complex Keysborough. 
Photo: IM 
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@ Victorian Masdevallia of 
the Year — Sponsored by the 
Warrnambool and District Orchid 
Society was Masdevallia Rainbow 
Tiger ‘Royale’ HCC/OSCOV and 
CC/OSCOV Owned by Marita 
Anderson and Chris Waterman 
shown at the Yarra Valley Orchid 
Societies November meeting. 
Photo: MA 


W Victorian Any Other Species Orchid of 
the Year and The Gerald McCraith Award 
— Sponsored by the Orchid Species Society of 
Victoria was Cattleya loddigesii‘Impassionata’ 
owned and exhibited by Faye and Neil Allison. 
Photo: DP 


A Victorian Any Other Hybrid of the Year — Sponsored 
by the North Eastern Orchid Society was Tolumnia Memoria 
Ralph Yagi ‘Flamengo’ AM/OSCOV and CC/OSCOV 
grown by Michael Coker. Photo: MC 


Founded in 1950, is one of the strongest, friendliest and most pro-active independent orchid societies in New South Wales. 


e 
We meet on the 4* Tuesday of each month (except December) in the Banksia Room, Wentworthville Community Centre on the Orchids 
corner of Dunmore and Lane Sts., Wentworthville NSW. Free parking. A wide variety of quality Australian and exotic species and “ 
hybrid orchids are displayed at each meeting, with inspiring guest speakers. Learn from the experts. Visitors most welcome. No. | for Masdevallias 
_. * SHOWS FOR 2011 at WINSTON HILLS MALL Fs Check out our complete range 
a ( 5 


iNew Concet) maa of cool growing orchids 


) 
y Sa on our website: 
\ ee www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au 


Thursday 22" September to Saturday 24*" September 2011 -~ 0 Oe Cool growing orchids a n d 
| Www.parramattaorchidsociety.org ¢ Mail Order our speciality 


‘ " 27 Hacketts Creek Rd, Three Bridges, Vic. 3797 
aN © Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 
INSTON HiLLs > Email: clivehalls@bigpond.com 
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Victorian Odontoglossum of the Year - 
Sponsored by the Bendigo Orchid Club went to 
Odontioda Aviator ‘Beenak Blush’ Exhibited by 
Mt. Beenak Orchids at the MPOS Summer Show. 
Photo: CH 


Victorian Award of Distinction of the Year — Sponsored by the 
Werribee Orchid Club went to Odontioda Doug’s Delight ‘Carnival’ 
owned and shown by D. Cant at the Melbourne Eastern Spring Show. 
Photo: IM 


Victorian Award of Quality of the Year — Sponsored by the 
Ringwood Orchid Society was a group of Sarcochilus weinthalii AQ/ 
OSCOV shown by David and Leanne Brown at the Bayside Orchid 
Club’s Summer Show 2010. Photo: DB 


The OSCOV Orchids of the Year Cultural Certificate 
Section is always the biggest section that the judges 
look at with 24 entries for 2010. From 2011 this 
section will be broken into 2 sections Victorian 
Species Cultural Certificate of the Year and Victorian 
Hybrid Cultural Certificate of The Year. The judges 
will then look at the two winners and select the 
Cultural Certificate of the Year that will receive The 
Memoria Gunter Haar Award. 

Congratulations to all the growers and owners 
who presented their plants in such perfect condition 
for the judges, other exhibiters and the general public 
to appreciate. Credit also goes to all the photographers 
that captured the excellence of each of the awarded 
plants. The photographers for 2010 were Ian Maher 
(IM), Marita Anderson (MA), Nick Sargant (NS), 
Clive Halls (CH), Michael Coker (MC), Meryl Early 
(ME), David Piko (DP) and David Brown (DB). 

Carolin Allen 
OSCOV, Victoria 
Email: davidallen1 @optusnet.com.au 
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The 20th World Orchid Conference 
in Singapore 


ingapore will be hosting the 20 
World. Orchid Conference (WOC) 
and Show. Themed ‘Where New and 
Old World Orchids Meet’, it will be held 
13 - 20 November 2011. To further add 
to the excitement, the 20t8 WOC will be 
the first major event connected with the 
new Gardens by the Bay, a state-of-art 


botanic and _ horticultural project 
that will open its doors to 20th 
WOC participants. 


Renanthera 

20th WOC 

Singapore 2011 

- The Official Flower 
of the 20te WOC 


In accordance with tradition, the 20! 
WOC will comprise a Show and a 
Conference. The Conference component 
willrun over four days (13 - 16 November 
inclusive) and promises to feature a 
programme that will meet the 
expectations of the commercial grower 
as well as the hobbyist. While 
international in focus, the Conference 
programme will highlight the Southeast 
and continental Asian contribution to 
orchid science and cultivation. 

Boasting an impressive list of speakers 
from more than 30 countries, key aspects 
of modern orchid growing, breeding and 
science will be highlighted at this 
Conference. 

One of the Conference’s highlights is 
the World Orchid Show. The Show 
promises to be an exhibition of the most 
breathtaking and finest species and 
hybrids from the region and beyond. 
Here, visitors will experience dazzling 
displays of exotic orchid plants, grown 
with love and care by amateurs and 
professionals from every region of the 
world. Awards, including ribbons, 
medals and trophies, will be given to the 
best plants and displays in the World 
Orchid Show. 
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Throughout participants’ stay, there 
are programmes specially planned for 
Conference delegates, exhibitors and 
judges. Two large events mark the 20 
WOC social calendar. The opening 
cocktail reception that will take place 
the day after judging, and the gala 
dinner that will be hosted at Gardens by 
the Bay which also serves as a preview 
into the newly-minted Gardens. 

The 20 WOC will be held at the 
luxurious Marina Bay Sands 
Integrated Resorts in Singapore’s 
new downtown, giving 
participants easy access to mega 
attractions such as Gardens by 
the Bay that is currently under 
development. 

Whilst in Singapore, there 
will be specially planned city 
tours and visits to world famous 
attractions, which include the 
Night Safari, Jurong Bird Park 
and the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens. Guided regional tours, 


specially designed for the orchid lover, 
brings participants to West Peninsular 
Malaysia, Borneo islands, Philippines, 
Thailand, Java and other parts of orchid- 
rich Southeast Asia. 

We look forward to welcoming you to 
Singapore and undoubtedly your 
participation at the 20! WOC will make 
this event a resounding success. 
For more information on the 20 WOC, 
please visit www.20woc.com.sg 


Above: Cooled Conservatories at Gardens by the Bay 
(Artist Impression) 


SINGAPORE 2011 


WORLD ORCHID CONFERENCE & BEYOND 
WOC Tour to Singapore with optional fully escorted 


tours to either Thailand, Vietnam or Malaysia 


Closing Date 20" Aug 2011 
Don't Miss Out 


neces 


CASINO TRAVEL SHOPPE 
109 Barker Street, 
Casino NSW 2470 
Ph: 02 6662 6255 

Fax: 02 6662 6070 


For more 
information 


EASY ORCHIDS 

3 Sussex Street, 
Woodburn 2472 NSW 
Ph: 02 6682 2635 
Fax: 02 6682 2605 
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SINGAPORE PROUDLY PRESENTS 


: , 
Renanthera 20th WOC Singapore 201 | 
Official flower of the : 

20th World Orchid Conference 


Copyright Jassy Phua 


National Parks Board 
All rights reserved 


Where New and Old World. 
"Orchids Meet 


_ NATIONAL 
PARKS 
NATIONAL 
PARKS 


For more information, visit us at www.20woc.com.sg _ 
or contact us at secretariat@20woc.com.sg _ 


BOARD 
SINGAPORE 


Text and photos by Dr. Graham McKay 


Ty uring my recent orchid safari in Taiwan I visited many nurseries with my good friend Mr Marshall Ku, the Asian Director 
_Y of the International Phalaenopsis Alliance. I collected many new varieties on this occasion and where they were selected 
from a large group of flowering hybrids, I identify such unique clones with the clonal name ‘GiGi’. These are the newest developed 
varieties that I found and the only way we would see them in Australia is where someone travels to Taiwan to select them. Iam 
unaware of any other person or nursery actually doing this service for hobbyists in our country in respect to Phalaenopsis. 


6. MR H KUNG 


The breeding of this gentleman takes several directions, far 
too many to outline herein. He develops many new colour 
presentations such as yellow and orange lip forms of standard 
varieties both white and pink ground colour. When these are 
transferred to other varieties such as harlequin, outstanding 
clones of great beauty result. His breeding is very expensive 
($AUS400.00 to $AUS800.00 per plant], and I acquired two 
clones for my breeding program, namely: 


(A) Dtps: K S Pink Lady ‘GiGi’. I already have excellent clones 
of the two parents [Dtps. Nobby’s Pink Lady & Phal. Kung’s 
Amar Philip] and I will complete back crosses to further 
intensify the very dark orange lip. From my discussion 
with Mr Kung and Mr Chiu .(Pony Orchids), advice on 
breeding yellow and orange lip forms of Phalaenopsis 
involves the Phal. philippinensis species line (a beautiful 
species white with a strong yellow lip). The pollen parent 
in this selected clone is (amabilis x philippinensis). 


Dtps. Fuller’s Star ‘GiGi’ 


7. I-HSIN BIOTECHNICAL 


This isa wonderful nursery with among the best propagation 
and growing systems in the world. They are responsible for 
the development of many wonderful hybrids, including 
Dtps. Leopard Prince ‘Sogo Diamond’. I already have most of 
their exceptional hybrid varieties here in Australia. 

I did source a lovely new variety clone, Phal. I-Hsin Mirage 
‘IS 180’ whichis a delightful exhibition quality white harlequin 
with a repeated spot pattern and excellent flower shape. For 
hobbyists I have medium size plants presently experiencing a 
quarantine holiday. 
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Dtps. K S Pink Lady 
‘GiGi’ 


(B) Dtps. Fuller’s Star ‘GiGi’. This is an interesting exhibition 
quality variety selected from several dozen flowering hybrid 
plants. It is from a crossing of Dips. Leopard Prince ‘Sogo 
Diamond & Dtps. Acker’s Sweetie ‘KS’. It has transferred the 
unique flared presentation of the ‘Sogo Diamond’ clone 
onto its progeny, at the same time greatly improving flower 
shape, flatness, shingling and branching. Mr Kung is a 
hybridiser who develops new colour presentations for sale 
to other nurseries for mericloning. We had an extensive 
discussion and exchange of ideas on “Big Lip” and “Flared” 
presentation breeding. His observations in these areas were 
quite informative. 


_ Phal. |-Hsin Mirage 
| ‘IS180' 
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8. MR Y WU 
: A : ‘ Dtps. Lebio Venice 
This gentleman is also an engineer with a ‘Lebio Star’ 


large hobby which has developed into a very 
finenursery whichnowexportsinternationally. 
Great strides have been made in recent years. 
I was able to share a very enjoyable lunch 
where we discussed his breeding directions 
followed by an extensive tour of his stud plant 
house. I gained much information on his 
breeding ideas, namely: 


(A) A blushed pink harlequin crossed to a 
yellow can produce an orange which has 
much stronger colour than a red crossed to 
a yellow for a similar purpose. I would 
imagine that this possibly involves the 
intensifying gene transferred from the 
harlequin parent. 

(B) A light pink (with a bluish tinge) crossed 
to a white loses the red to produce a blue or 
a harlequin red with a bluish edge crossed 
to a white will lose the red to produce a bluish presentation. 

(C) He had many selected progeny with shaded pinks which would be 
excellent colour pattern parents for harlequin breeding. His selected 
progeny included many yellow lip and orange lip harlequins and several 
very large size harlequins. 

(D) He finds Dips. Ever Spring King genetics better than Dips. Chain Xen Pearl 
to develop lines of harlequin breeding. The first generation of Ever Spring 
King hybrids often have distorted flowers but further breeding with good 
exhibition pinks and whites creates flat, non-fading harlequins. 


I purchased many selected clones, including: 


e Dtps. Lebio Venice ‘Lebio Star’ 

e Dtps. Fusheng’s Pink Pearl ‘Lebio’ 

e Dtps. [Lebio Diamond x Jincheng Lover] ‘GiGi’ 
e Dtps. [Jincheng Lover x Lebio Ruby] ‘GiGi’ 


I intend to use all these new varieties in my breeding program. I always 
recommend that flared and harlequin varieties should be acquired in groups 
of at least 2 plants to ensure a reliable genotype flowering to type is obtained. 


Dtps. Fusheng 
Pink Pearl 
‘Lebio’ 
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9. MR ANDY SU 


Andy Su (Meidarland Nursery) is the nurseryman 
who I first met at APOC ‘04. He has a very enigmatic 
personality and retired from his engineering profession 
to become a full-time nurseryman. I obtained many 
stunning, mature flowering plants, including: 


e Phal. Mei Dar Green ‘Aegean Sea’ SM/TOGA, 
AM/AOS 


e Dtps. Mei Dar Ruby ‘Treasure Island’ 


Mr Su was the source of the very dark red variety 
Phal. Golden Sun ‘Deadly Dave’ HCC/AOC, a tetraploid 
dark red which I brought into Australia for the 
showbench exhibitor. Mr Su does restricted breeding 
in areas of miniature dark black breeding such as 
Dtps. Mei Dar Ruby, red lip yellows and harlequin 
novelty forms. Some varieties are obtained from other 
nurseries and we are fortunate he markets them well 
making them available to hobbyists throughout 
the world. 


Right: 
Dtps. Mei Dar Ruby 
‘Treasure Island’ 


10. MR CHU 

Mr Chu, the owner of Ox Orchids has developed 
many unique varieties. I am privileged to have been 
able to bring many excellent standard and harlequin 
OX varieties to Aussie hobbyists over recent times. A 
couple of new generation varieties available from this 
trip include: 


e Dips. OX Prince FCC/AOS 
e Dtps. OX [Leopard Prince x Ever-Spring Spot] 


There are many more which I hope to detail later 
this year; all absolutely beautiful. 


Below: Dtps. OX Prince 
FCC/AOS 


Dtps. OX 
[Leopard Prince x 
Ever-Spring Spot] 


Phal. Mei Dar 
Green ‘Aegean Sea’ 
AM/AOS 
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11. MR CHIU (PONY) 

Mr Chiu (Pony Orchids), is an exceptional 
nurseryman with a University degree in— 
Horticulture. He cooperates with the teaching 
program of two universities in Taiwan and utilises 
researched directions of breeding, including 
chromosome counting and matching chromosome 
lengths of parent plants. Spending a whole day 
with him is like a lifelong education and we 
revelled in discussions about his many directions 
of breeding. Systems to create yellow lip character, 
greens, blues, micro or super miniatures, aromatic 
character, harlequins and multi-flora miniatures 
with improved texture, flower count, branching 
and early predictable percentage flowering were 
among the many topics of discussion. 

I obtained 44 mature plants covering a wide 
range of varieties, including: 


¢ Dtps. Pony’s Q Girl 
¢ Dtps. [Phal. Sogo Washington x Dips. Taida Pearl] 


I will use these varieties in my breeding program, 
show display and for Aussie hobbyists. Two plants 
amongst those I purchased are very special in that 
they are a tetraploid primary cross of Phal. 
schilleriana x Phal. aphrodite. These 4N plants are 
highly branched and can be used with miniature 
harlequins of great shape, such as the improved 
flower texture clones of my awarded Pahal. 
Nankung’s in order to create impressive branched 
pink miniature harlequins. 

Overall I find the exercise of bringing new 
Phalaenopsis varieties, particularly mature plants, 
into Australia quite frustrating. The cost of 
acquiring multiple varieties can be anywhere from 
$AUS6.00 to $AUS1000.00 per plant. However, 
the cost of agents fees, transport by air, import 
permits, import agents and finally a Quarantine 
holiday (involving fumigation which can cause 
damage and even loss of plant/s), can be between 
$AUS10.00 to $AUS15.00 per plant. Most of the 
plants, at this stage, havea cost ofabout $4US30.00. 
Remembering also that these plants came bare- 
rooted and the cost of potting-up needs to be 
considered. As mentioned, not all plants survive 
the fumigation process and there is a definite 
retardation of growth which is not universally 
ideal after Quarantine such that it is necessary to 
culture with heating and cooling for some time 
involving additional costs. When such plants are 
listed for perhaps $AUS40.00 to $4US50.00 (with 
an additional GST cost to me) there is no real 
profit, other than the pleasure of bringing new 
mature plant varieties to the hobby. It takes 
something like 3 to 5 years for most new varieties 
to show up as mericlones subsequent to their first 
hybrid flowering selection in nurseries in Taiwan. 
Unfortunately, most of these mericlones are 
trademarked and they are never seen in Australia. 

I have asked my wife Glenda’s nursery, GiGi 
Orchids, to continue with this process for 
approximately two more years, after which that 
entity will cease absorbing my financial resources 
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Dtps. [Phal. Sogo 
Washington x 
Dtps. Taida Pearl] 


for the hobby. There will be many wonderful varieties to be released 
during that period and in subsequent years my breeding with the best 
Phalaenopsis clones in Australia will be available through a continuing 
entity. I will be releasing many unique premium varieties and awarded 
clones over this period through the GiGi Orchids website. 

The true value of my orchid safari in Taiwan does not just lie in the 
acquisition of many new varieties for introduction to Australian hobbyist; 
rather it is the knowledge gleaned from the world’s leading Phalaenopsis 
hybridisers and friendships cemented. My hope is that I can convey part 
of my knowledge to our Australian friends, judges and the hobby in 
general. The profit is not is a monetary sense, but rather the intellectual 
enhancement gained. The Taiwanese are a very friendly and generous 
people. I am indebted to them for such a valuable experience in 2011. I 
hope this article has conveyed some of my enthusiasm for the Phalaenopsis 
genus and I look forward to contributing future articles where I will detail 
specific aspects of Phalaenopsis variety breeding directions. & 

Dr. Graham McKay 

Australian Director 

International Phalaenopsis Alliance 
PO Box 874 

Toowong Qld 4066 


35 


FN 
www.gigiorchids.com.au 
email: info @ gigiorchids.com.au 


phone: 0408443505 


GIGI ORCHIDS PO Box 874, Toowong Qld 4066 
EXCLUSIVE SHOW VARIETY CLONES 


A Dips. Tying Shin Phoenix ‘GiGi’ A Dips. Taisuco Micky A Dips. Tiannong Fantasy > 
FS $25.00 (multiflora harlequin) FS $25.00 FS $25.00 * Dtps. 

Tai Lin Moon 
FS $40.00 


* Dips. 
I-Hsin Mirage 
NFS $30.00 


I-Hsin Sesame 
‘OX-1147’ 
Lge FS $40.00 
= | 


A Dips. Ganlin Fairy A Dtps. Happy Tree AM/AOS 
PB. Sogo 2 SM $20.00 2SM $20.00 ~ > 
~ Yukidian . Dtps. 
| ‘Tai Lin’ Sinica Prince 
| 2SM 2SM 
ma $20.00 — $20.00 


__ SM= Small NFS = Near Flowering Size FS = Flowering Size 
* = MATURE PLANTS IMPORTED THROUGH QUARANTINE 


MINIMUM ORDER $110.00 + AUSTRALIAN REGISTERED POST COSTS 


www.SUNBRIX.com 


Sunbrix Australia in conjunction with Renewable Carbon resources Australia (RCRA), 
now have a range of garden charcoal products available online with delivery to your 
door in most areas. 
All the products come in plain 20kg poly bags, no fancy artwork just quality products 
at affordable prices. The charcoal is made from Gidgee hardwood and it makes a 
very dense, strong charcoal. Charcoal is not a fertiliser but a soil improver - it 
helps with moisture retention, poor soil quality by promoting root development, 
will absorb fertilisers and store it, making the fertiliser plant available for a longer 
period of time. 
¢ Carbon8 - soil improver is a quality Australian made charcoal that has been screened 
and is blend of sizes from dust to 9mm. - $19.95 per 20kg bag plus freight. 
¢ Carbon8 Lawn - same size as Carbon8 but has potash, sand and decomposing 
clay blended with it. - $14.65 per 20kg bag plus freight. 
e Aussie Charka Charcoal Screenings - is anungraded blend of clean charcoal Omm to 
20mm with no additives. Ideal for potting. 


$16.00 per 20kg bag 
plus freight 


Sunbrix also has BBQ charcoal, charcoal briquettes and smokeless heating 
briquettes available. 


ae 


For all pricing and information please go to our online store at www.sunbrix.com — 


Freight: 

Metro areas of Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne - $7.95 per 20kg 

Outer areas of Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne - $12.95 per 20kg 

Regional areas of QLD, NSW and VIC - email sunbrix@bigpond.com for a quote 


Mt Morgan Road Wwww.sunbrix.com PO Box 8102 
Rockhampton QLD 4700 Sea ene : : Allenstown QLD 4700 
Telephone: 07 4933 118g © Mall: sunbrix@bigpond.com Fax: 07 4933 1505 


Dendrobium 


thrysiflorum 


Text and photos by Ross Berglund 


his wonderful orchid species is from the Himalayan 

regions, Burma (Myanmar) through to southern China, 
where it grows at elevations of up to 1500 metres. It has been 
well known and popular in cultivation ever since it was 
introduced into England by the Rev. Parish via Low and Co. 
about 1880. However it is not often that we see a specimen 
as beautiful as this one, an example we believe should be 
shared with AOR readers. 

These photographs were taken at the beginning of last 
November at the home of Mrs Margaret Swan and Rear 
Admiral Rothesay (“Ross”) Swan AO CBE RAN Rtd, who are 
the owners and growers of this superb specimen. It was 
grown at Killara, on the upper north shore of Sydney. 

We and the Swans have an on-going light-hearted rivalry 
with our efforts in growing Stanhopeas and Coelogynes, but 
we are quite content to concede defeat with this one. My wife 
and I grow both Dendrobium thrysiflorum — with its almost 
white tepals and yellow labellum, and its all-golden flowered 
mate Dendrobium densiflorum which both produce a few 
inflorescences each year, but nothing like this! The flowers on 
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both species last in prime condition for about a week, 
influenced by the prevailing weather conditions. 

Our friends, the Swans, have grown this specimen from a 
division they acquired about 15 years ago. Their home is ina 
valley and this orchid resides all year-round about a metre or 
two from the western wall of the house, clear of the eaves and 
well sheltered from winds by the abundant tall trees and of 
course the valley itself. It receives about two hours of full sun 
each day, when the sun would be overhead. It receives very 
little watering other than natural rainfall and dews, and is 
grown in a frost-free area. 

When photographed it was growing in a 400mm diameter 
plastic pot in a course and well-drained commercial Cymbidium 
potting mix. It receives no supplementary fertiliser and the 
only pest control is occasional snail bait during wet weather. 

In full bloom this specimen displayed over 40 flower spikes. 
We congratulate Margaret and Ross Swan on this impressive 
orchid achievement. | 

Ross Berglund, AM 
Northbridge NSW 


Left: Margaret and Ross Swan with their 
Dendrobium thrysiflorum 
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Western Orchids /Lahoratories 


TISSUE CULTURE MEDIA — for orchids and other 
unusual genera — when ordering please advise the 
orchid genus and whether it is needed for sowing, 
replating or cloning [liquid or solid]. 

HORMONE KEIKI PASTE — 4ml tubes for the stem 
propagation of Phalaenopsis and related genera. 
LABORATORY SERVICE — sowing of green pods, 
dry seed, replating, cloning and colchicine treatment. 


TISSUE CULTURE PRIMER — a 20 page article 
which covers all aspects of laboratory work and 
medium preparation. 


DVD — covers medium preparation and the sowing of 
a green pod. 


FLASKS — Disa, cymbidiums [showbench, potplant, 
cascading intermediates] Australian Native 
cymbidiums [species and hybrids], coolgrowing 
dendrobium seedlings, sarcochilus, Australian 
terrestrials and some exotics. 


PLANTS — Disa, dendrobium kingianum and 
speciosum and Australian native cymbidium hybrids. 
Reconditioned autoclaves and laminar flow cabinets. 


Props; Kevin and Helen Western 
P.O. Box 276 
Blackwood SA 5051 
ph/fx: 08 8270 4599 
email: westernorchids@bigpond.com 


web: WWw.westernorchids.com.au = 
[for catalogues and medium information] 


World Wide 
SPECIES ORCHIDS 
Mail Order 
Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 


Burleigh Park 


Orchid Nursery 
54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Ph 0747 740 008 
_Lists by mail or email: 
ian @speciesorchids.com 
www.speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 
Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 
Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 


AOR 013 


ee 
ORCHIDACEOUS SUPPLIES 


Suppliers of a wide range of Orchid Accessories 
Whether you are a hobbyist or a professional 
orchid grower - we can supply your needs. 


Pots - dome pots — Port Pots - 
trays - stakes - plant clips - Pot Clips - 
Labels — pens — fertilisers — hangers — 
wide range of wire products. 


Growing medias - bark, coconut husk, treefern, 
perlite, peat, charcoal, sphagnum moss and more. 
Agent for Eco Products 
Catalogue available on request 
Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


Email: supplies@ orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


§ 
Q 


Importing flasks from leading Asian nurseries on a regular basis 


Phals, paphs, catts, oncids, dends and others 


See our ranges at... 


http://www. flickr.com/photos/mallee_phallies/ 


Keva Lloyd, 8-12 Gallagher St., Sea Lake. Vic. 3533 
Ph. 03 5070 1404 BH, 03 5070 2072 AH 
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White form of 
Corybas pruinosus 


Text by David Banks, photos by Tony Rodgers 


n May 2011, the Sydney Group of ANOS (Australasian 

Native Orchid Society) organised a bushwalk to the 
Royal National Park south of Sydney. This was 
co-ordinated by President Andrew Locke and Tony 
Rodgers, one of the newer enthusiastic members who is 
a very keen bushwalker and photographer. The time of 
year was chosen as this was traditionally a prime time to 
view many terrestrial orchid species in bloom, especially 
Acianthus, Corybas and Pterostylis. Recent rains also 
promised a good flowering season. 

A number of epiphytes were also seen including 
Bulbophyllum exiguum, Bulbophyllum shepherdii, Cymbidium 
suave, Dockrillia linguiformis and Sarcochilus olivaceus. 
Colonies of both Dendrobium tetragonum and Papillilabium 
beckleri (southern most verified point of distribution) is 
also in the area. 

The highlight of the trip was the discovery of three 
plants of a pure white-flowered form of the Toothed 
Helmet Orchid — Corybas pruinosus. 1 would suggest that 
these plants be referred to as Corybas pruinosus forma 
albus. In the late Tony Bishop’s essential Field Guide to the 
Orchids of New South Wales and Victoria, he gives the 
distribution of this NSW endemic as between Paterson 
and Moruya, west to Scone. 

Some authorities refer to this species as Corysanthes 
pruinosus, as they differ in floral structure to the traditional 
Helmet Orchids. This treatment is still to gain wide 
acceptance. They are also quite different to the Corybas of 
New Zealand, which have also been reclassified. 


I would have thought the albino (or anthocyanin-free) 
form of the species would have green flowers, as is seen 
in Corybas incurvus. However I have seen a number of 
other albinistic forms of greenhoods with ghostly white 
flowers, suchas Pterostylis nutans and Pterostylis pedunculata. 

To my knowledge, this is the first time such a colour 
form has been seen or documented. I have since spoken 
to a number of enthusiasts and experts on Australian 
terrestrial orchids, and this was a new record for them as 
well. It is probable that the three plants seen were 
genetically identical and had reproduced vegetatively via 
stolons and daughter tubers. This population will be 
monitored on an ongoing basis. Thankfully this small 
group of plants, which is interspersed amongst a vast and 
healthy population of normal coloured forms of this 
species, is growing in a National Park. The Australian 
Orchid Council (AOC) and ANOS Conservation Director 
has been notified of this find, as has the National Botanic 
Gardens in Canberra. 

We are very pleased to record and present the first 
published photographs of the albino form of this species 
in the Australian Orchid Review. Thank you to Tony Rodgers 
for the excellent detailed photographs, including an 
example flowering with two normal examples of 
the species. @ 

David Banks 
Seven Hills NSW 
Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


NEW PRODUCTS 


Magamp 
Inline Feeder 


Slow release 
fertiliser 
system 


pm N.PK. caterpillars & other pests. 
- 7,017.5 5.0 ° Colloidal Silver — Main 
4 Great for orchids, ingredient in Hysan to 
vegies, lawns & 
garden plants. 
“Gives a little fertiliser 
everytime you water” 


— pre-mixed bark from 


lime furnaces. 


cheque to The Orchid Tray 
Phone 0431 037 372 Company, adding postage | 


www.orchidtrays.com.au as applicable. 


PO Box 767, Sutherland, NSW 1499 
sales@orchidtrays.com.au 
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¢ Anti Scale — insecticide to 
control scale, aphids, thrips, 


control fungus & bacteria. 
© Orchid bark mix -med, tare, xe PEE 


Tumut, Basalt & Slag from 


The Orchid Tray Company Pay via secure website or 


VISA ve 


The ONLY place to shop for ALL your orchid supplies in the Sydney Metro. area 


ORCHID S NORTH 


Gordonvale 20km South of Cairns 
On The Bruce Highway 


Has your 
Society booked 


to visit in 2011? 


of products & plants, 
& talk to members 
about orchid 
growing & 


Phallies, 
& more. 
No Catalogue Available 


email:orchidsnth@bigpond.com 
Phone (07) 4056 2357 Mob 0405 453 171 
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_Corybas pruinosus forma albus — 
growing with normal | 
examples of the | 

_Toothed Helmet Orchid © 
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Text and photos by Murray Aldridge 


“he 2010 Southern Orchid Spectacular always has many 
4 creative displays of quality orchids. In 2010 a fairly small 
society and, one a long way from home finally triumphed and 
took out the Sanders Cup for the best society display. Canberra 
Orchid Society has always presented innovative and original 
displays and 2010 was no exception. Its winning display was 
based panels of brush fencing which separated two areas of 
orchids in pots and provided hanging space for many others. 
Pride of place in the display was given to a stunning plant 
of the longtime registered Paphiopedilum Prince Edward of 
York (registered in 1898). This slipper orchid primary hybrid 
of rothschildianum and sanderianum had three spikes with 
three large flowers on each. 

Not far away was a great example of the weird, but also 
spectacular Bulbophyllum grandiflorum from New Guinea 
which was beautifully flowered. (Editor’s note: This in fact 
may be more correctly Bulbophyllum burfordiense). Just below 
it was a lovely specimen of the European terrestrial Serapias 
lingua - a real testament to the variety and quality of the 
orchids grown by the Canberra Orchid Society. 


Plectochilus 
Richard Jost 
‘The Star’ 
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On the other side of the room were two displays presented 
by Neville Roper — filled, of course, with his latest Sarcochilus 
breeding. Champion was the well grown Sarcochilus Heidi 
‘Snow’ (a remake of a David Banks hybrid — Fitzhart x 
hartmannii - registered in 1984) and many outstanding clones 
of the outstanding new red hybrid Sarcochilus Magic. 
Connoisseurs were taken with the interesting Plectochilus 
Richard Jost ‘The Star’ which offered a display of charming 
flowers forits breeding anda stunning bright yellow Sarcochilus 
(Aussie Dawn x Snowhart). There were also some other very 
fine cutting-edge Sarcochilus hybrids bred and benched by 
both David Butler of Green Vista Orchids and Scott Barrie of 
Barrita Orchids. 

DUNO had a small display featuring some late flowering 
Dendrobium kingianum with the clone ‘Chewbacca’ attracting 
many admiring glances. In the Friends of OSNSW display 
Cattleya schilleriana ‘Lorraine’ was the Champion Species. 
Dendi Orchids presented a compact, quality-filled display of 
Phalaenopsis hybrids. 


Sarcochilus 
(Aussie Dawn 
x Snowhart) 
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Above: Paphiopedilum 
Prince Edward of York 


Right: Bulbophyllum 
burfordiense 


Above: Serapias lingua 
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2010's Spectacular also featured 17 orchid vendors 
from all over Australia and attracted more visitors 
than ever. This year’s Spectacular will be held on 
the 7-9 October 2011 in a new, very attractive venue 
on the same main road as before. It will be held in 
the Gymnasium, Caringbah High School, Corner of 
Willarong Road and Captain Cook Drive with lots of 
parking and space for extra vendors it will be an 
event well worth making the effort to attend. H 

Murray Aldridge 
President, Sutherland Shire Orchid Society 
Email: aldridge@fjc.net.au 


Below: Dendrobium kingianum 
‘Chewbacca’ 


Display of 
Sarcochilus 
by Neville Roper 
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Specialist breeders of Australian Native Orchid 
Species and Hybrids 


STOCKTAKE SALE 


of selected seedling stock 


AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 
See Website for Listing / Or Send SAE 
Visit us at upcoming show: 


9th ANOS Kabi Group Spring Show: 27-28 August 2011 
(see website for venue details’ 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive, DRAPER QLD 4520 
Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 
email: cedarvaleorchids@cedarvaleorchids.com 
AOR 171_ Website: www.cedarvaleorchids.com 


Hans Schaible 


www.darkstarorchids.com.au 


S\ ra Ws (Pert ara la = 8) = 
Dark Star Orenicls 
Bulbophyllums, Dendrochilums, Lycastes, 
Stanhopeas, Paphs, Africans and lots more 
RARE AND UNUSUAL SPECIES 
AND SOME SELECTED HYBRIDS 
Please check our newly updated website for our latest releases 

PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 


Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
darkstarorchids@bordernet.com.au 
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“Ny icky’s Slippers” 


One of the world’s leading Paph. breeders. 


Exciting new Paphs. and Phrags. 
now available. 

Contact us for a copy of our colour catalogue — 

send 3 x 50c stamps 


NICKY ZURCHER 


Box 326, Virginia, South Australia 5120 ; 
Phone/Fax (08) 8380 9360 Website www.nickysslippers.com.au 4 
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DAVID 
KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 


CYMBIDIUMS 


Mericlones & Seedlings 


Mail Order Specialists Australia-wide 
22 Emmett St, Golden Square Vic 3555 
Ph: (03) 5442 4806 Mob: 0411 352 036 
Email: dkorchids@aanet.com.au 
Web: www.dkorchids.com.au 
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Dendi Orchids 
Phalaenopsis Display 


2011 
Southern Orchid _ 
Spectacular E 


Featuring the Eric Marygold Trophy 


Friday 7th - Sunday 9th October 201 I 
9.30 am - 4.00 pm Friday and Saturday 
9.30 am - 3.00 pm Sunday 
Gymnasium, Caringbah High School, 
Corner of Willarong Road and Captain Cook Drive, 
Caringbah 


Adults: $5.00 | Buses: $4.00 | Children Under 15 yrs: Free 
Orchid Displays | Plants for Sale | Free growing advice | Free parking 


Vendors include: 

Australian Orchid Nursery (Vic) 

Cedarvale Orchids (Qld) 

Dark Star Orchids (NSW) 

» David Keanelly Orchids (Vic) 
tag Dendi Orchids (NSW) 

».. Ezi-Gro Orchids (WA) 
Fong Ping Orchids (Qld) 


lan Slade and Phil Spence (NSVV) 

Johnston’s Orchids (SA) 

Nicky Zurcher Orchids (SA) 

Orchid Species Plus (Vic) 

The Orchid Tray Company (NSW) 

Tinonee Orchid Nursery (NSVV) 

Woolf Orchid Culture (Qld) 

Proudly presented by 

The Orchid Society of New South Wales 


in conjunction with 


Eastern Suburbs Orchid Society 
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Specialising in species orchids, 
flasks and selected hybrids 

Mail Order specialists 

Open by appointment only 
Props: Bill and Jan Miles 

405 Main Street 

Kingston, Victoria 3364 


03 5345 6387 
orchidspeciesplus@bigpond.com 
www. orchidspeciesplus.com.au 


TINONEE ORCHIDS 


FREE CATALOGUE 
includes most genera 


NURSERY OPEN 


Mon - Fri 9am-4pm 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6553 1012 


orchids@tinon eeorch ids.com 
www. tinoneeorchids.com 
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Bulbophyllum 
erosimarginatum 


)| 


by Jim Cootes, Wally Suarez, Ronny Boos and Mark Clements 


Ane o facilitate the naming formalities in the upcoming book 

JL Philippine Native Orchid Species by the senior author 
(JC), the following new taxa are hereby officially described 
and illustrated. 


A new species of Bulbophyllum, 
from the island of Leyte, Philippines 


(Jim Cootes, Wally Suarez and Ronny Boos) 


Abstract: A new species, closely related to Bulbophyllum 
cryptophoranthus Garay, is here described as new. This species, 
Bulbophyllum erosimarginatum Cootes, Suarez and Boos sp. 
nov., is only known from north-west Leyte, Philippines, at 
this time. 

During a recent trip to western Leyte by the authors in 
August 2010, many orchid species were observed. Many 
were able to be named, but the species described here, 
warranted further investigation. A close study of the 
description by Leslie Garay, of Bulbophyllum cryptophoranthus, 
which is its closest relative, revealed similarities, except for 
the shape of the petals and the colouration of the blooms. 
This we believe warrants the recognition of this spectacular 
plant as a new species. 
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Bulbophyllum erosimarginatum cootes, 
W. Suarez and Boos sp. nov. 

Arcte cognatus Bulbophyllo cryptophorantho Garay, sed petalis 
erosus margines, et apice setaceo; ambo signa egregius sectionis. Ille 
colorato valde dissimilis et locus semotus totus indicatio ad speciei 
novae; differt. 

TYPE: Philippines, Island of Leyte, mountains in the 
north-west: August 3, 2010. Holotype: PUH 14604 

Description: Growth habit: upright, sympodial epiphytic 
herb. Roots: 1 mm in diameter, branching, cylindrical in cross 
section and thoroughly covered with papillae. Pseudobulbs: 
pear-shaped, 5 cm long by 1.8 cm to 2.5 cm in diameter, 
sometimes slightly curving, either closely spaced or separated 
at intervals of 2.5 cm on the 3.5 mm thick rhizomes, bases 
with persistent bristles resulting from dried bracts. Leaves: to 
39.5 cm long by 5.3 cm wide, ensiform to narrowly lanceolate, 
petioles 3 to 5 cm in length, channelled to within 1 to 2 cm 
from the base. Inflorescences: arising from the bases of the 
pseudobulbs, 48.5 to 53 cm long, sterile bracts 4 to 5, tubular, 
apices acuminate, 3 cm long; peduncle 41 to 43 cm in length, 
rachis 6.5 to 9 cm with floral bracts arranged in two rows, 
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Above: Bulbophyllum erosimarginatum RB : 
Below: Bulbophyllum cryptophoranthus JC 
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floral bracts funnel-like at their base, apices 
acute, 1.8 to 2.2 cm. Flowers: appearing 
successively, 4.2 cm long by 1.3 cm wide at 
the base of the lateral sepals, with a putrid 
odour which is most noticeable in the 
morning. Base colour yellowish with purple 
suffusion, peppered with slightly raised dark 
red spots, petals with few spots confined only 
at their margins; labellum pink with dark red 
papillae. Pedicel: 3.3 cm long, ovary 1.8 cm 
long. Dorsal sepal: ovate-lanceolate, highly 
keeled 3.5 cm long by 6 mm high on either 
side. Lateral sepals: 4.2 cm long by 7 mm 
wide, margins tightly appressed to one 
another. Petals: 8 mm long by 5 mm wide, 
ovate with slightly erose margins, apices 
setaceous. Labellum: fleshy, 1 cm long by 3 
mm wide, covered throughout with distinct 
papillae, sub-sigmoid when seen from the 
side, thickened at the base, sidelobes low, 
about 1.75 mm high, rounded, mesochile 
with two high ridges beginning from around 
halfway of the sidelobes’ height, barely 
reaching halfway along the length of the 
labellum. Stelidia: almost spatula-shaped, 
upper margins truncate with barely 
discernible teeth. 

Recognition: Bulbophyllum erosimarginatum 
can be readily recognised by the slightly 
erose edges of the petals; the apex of the 
petals, terminate into a hair-like setae. The 
colouration of the blooms also varies 
considerably from that of B. cryptophoranthus. 
The distant locality from known populations 
of B. cryptophoranthus is also a pointer for this 
plant being recognised as a new species. 

Bulbophyllum cryptophoranthus Garay has 
not yet been found outside Luzon whereas 
Bulbophyllum erosimarginatum is found in 
north-west Leyte. The erose edging of the 
petals appears to be unique in section 
Lepidorhiza. 

Acknowledgements: We would like to 
thank Aileen Suarez for her hospitality, and 
assistance during our visit to north-west 
Leyte. 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


=ej Retinitis pigmentosa (RP) 
is the major cause of youth blindness! 
If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


ere 


FIGHTING BLINDNESS 
For information and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 
www. retinaAustralia.com.au 
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Bulbophyllum ocellatum cootes et M.A. 
Clem., sp. nov. 

Affinis Bulbophyllo pardaloto Garay, Hamer et Siegerist (sect. 
Leptopo Schlechter), sed sepalo dorsali oblanceolato latiore, et 
sepalis lateralibus leviter falcatis; petalis orbicularibus; et labello 
crasso, triangulari; atque B. elassoglosso Siegerist, flore parviore; 
sepalo dorsali parviore, minor acuto; et floribus aurantiacis notatis et 
maculatis rubris, differt. 

TYPE: cultivated Canberra 7 Jan. 2011, M.A.Clements 11603, 
ex Rosella Orchids, Grafton from an original importation from 
the Philippines: eastern Luzon (holo CANB; iso NSW). 

Allied to Bulbophyllum pardalotum Garay, Hamer et Siegerist 
(section Leptopus Schlechter), but differs by the broader 
oblanceolate dorsal sepal and broadly lanceolate, slightly 
falcate lateral sepals; orbicular petals, and thick, triangular 
labellum; and from Bulbophyllum elassoglossum Siegerist by the 
smaller flower; smaller, less acute dorsal sepal, and orange 
flowers with red spots and markings. 

Description: Growth habit: upright, sympodial, epiphytic 
or lithophytic, reptant herb. Rhizome: very thin filamentous, 
repens to pendulous spreading and dividing, the thin wiry 
roots originating from the internodes at or near the base of 
each pseudobulb. Pseudobulbs: from 1 to 4 cm apart, pyriform, 
tetragonal to globose, unifoliate. Leaves: porrect to erect, 
oblong to oblanceolate, to 6 cm long by 1.85 cm wide, green 
to light brown. Inflorescence: arising from internodes along 
the rhizome or at the base of the pseudobulb, very thin wiry, 
longer than the leaves, filamentous, erect, with solitary 
terminal flower. Flower colour: orange, white towards sepal 
apices, with reddish spots, lines and marking at or near base 
of segments, covering the petals, and a uniformly dark red 
labellum; opening fully in the morning only over several days 
and closing in the afternoon and at night. Dorsal sepal: slightly 
cucullate, oblanceolate with acute apex, 1.5 to 
1.6 cm long by 7 to 8.5 mm wide. Petals: 
spreading, ovate, extensively marked with 
spots and lines, some with the appearance of 
eyes, 8 mm long by 4.5 mm wide. Lateral 
sepals: slightly falcate, lanceolate, 1.5 cm long 
by 5 mm wide. Labellum: articulate on a short, 
thin strap or claw arising from the column foot, 
thick, triangular, slipper-like, slightly enlarged 
at the base, dark red, 5 mm long by 2.5 to 3 mm 
wide. Column: very short with two prominent 
erect stelidia. Anther: a thin cap covering the 
pollinia. Pollinia: four, in two closely appressed groups. 
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A New Bulbophyllum Species from 


eastern Luzon, Philippines (Jim Cootes 
and Dr. Mark A. Clements) 


Abstract: A new Bulbophyllum species, Bulbophyllum 
ocellatum Cootes and M.A. Clem., amember of section Leptopus 
Schlechter, flowered recently in the collection of the junior 
author. It is here described as new. 

The importation of plants, particularly without blooms, is a 
“lucky dip” as to whether you have the species for which you 
have paid. This is the case of the species described here, which 
was imported as Bulbophyllum pardalotum Garay, Hamer and 
Siegerist. Upon blooming it was obvious that this was not B. 
pardalotum. A search of the relevant literature for the 
Philippines, and neighbouring countries, failed to produce a 
likely epithet. We hereby take this opportunity to name this 
orchid as a new species. 


Bulbophyllum 
ocellatum 
JC 


Etymology: from the Latin ocellatus = eye-like, in reference 
to the eye-like markings on the petals. 

Habitat: The senior author has seen plants of this species, 
growing epiphytically, at elevations of between 500 to 800 
metres, in Aurora province, eastern Luzon. 

Recognition: Bulbophyllum ocellatum has the general 
growth, and flowering, habit of many other species in section 
Leptopus. It differs significantly in the structure and colour of 
the flower. It is closely allied to B. pardalotum but differs by the 
broader lateral sepals, ovate rather than subspathulate, acute, 
and the thick triangular rather than elliptical labellum. From 
B. elassoglossum it differs in being a slightly smaller flower with 
blunter, acute apices, shorter broader lateral sepals, and 
orange rather than dull maroon blotches of colouration of the 
inner surface of the flower. 


Above: Labellum comparisons (left to right) of 
Bulbophyllum erosimarginatum, B. ocellatum & B. pardalotum 
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A New Dendrobium Species from Leyte, 


Philippines (Jim Cootes and Wally Suarez) 

Abstract: A new Dendrobium species, Dendrobium boosii 
Cootes and W. Suarez, a member of section Calcarifera, was 
found recently in north-west Leyte. It is here described 
as new. 

In December 2010 a group of German nationals were on 
vacation in the province of Leyte in the Visayan islands, of the 
Philippines. A stop at a roadside plant nursery revealed a 
flowering plant, which was unknown to the group, who 
consisted of a number of orchid hobbyists. The plant was 
immediately purchased and photographed, and the images 
sent to the senior author for identification. A search of the 
relevant literature for the Philippines, and neighbouring 
countries, has not revealed a likely name for this beautiful 
species. We hereby take this opportunity to name this orchid 
as new. 


Dendrobium boosii Cootes and W. Suarez sp. nov. 


Dendrobium crassimarginato .O. Williams,  (sectionis 
Calcarifera J.J. Sm.) simile, foliis angustatis, flores parvi, labelli 
margine exterior papillato, colorato dissimilis, differt. 

Similar to Dendrobium crassimarginatum, but with narrow 
leaves, small flowers, the outer edges of the back of the 
labellum having papillae; and the different colouration. 

TYPE: Philippines, north-west of Leyte, December 2010, 
Ronny Boos 002/10 HOLOTYPE: PUH 14627 

Description: Growth habit: epiphytic; sympodial; 
pendent. Stems: attached to host from its base; from which 
the plant then branches considerably and reach up to 72 cm 
in length with a diameter of 1 mm at the base and thickening 
to 4 mm on the secondary branches; stems covered in 
translucent cataphylls; internodes from 1 to 2 cm long; apical 
two-thirds of the secondary and tertiary branches dark dull 
purple and leafy. Leaves: thinly-textured; lanceolate and 
(sub-) sessile, 3.5 to 6 cm long by 6 mm to | cm wide, at 90 
degrees to the stem. Inflorescences: single-flowered; appearing 
from the nodes of the leafless stems. Flower colour: sepals 


Dendrobium 


boosii cee : : ; ie 
RB records for known species, or still undescribed entities 


upon perusal by these authors. 
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Dendrobium 
boosii 
RB 


and petals are pinkish-white to pale pink with five to seven 
pinkish-red stripes basally; labellum is pink, yellow and 
orange. Dorsal sepal: broadly ovate, apex rounded, reflexing, 
to 1 cm long by 4 mm wide. Petals: elliptic-oblong, apices 
sub-acute rounded, to 1.2 cm long by 4 mm wide. Lateral 
sepals: broadly ovate, apex pointed, joined at the base to form 
a downward curving, cylindrical mentum, overall 1.8 cm 
long by 6 mm wide. Labellum: spathulate, without side lobes, 
hypochile margins ruffled, mid lobe round with irregularly 
serrate edges; two distinct ridges run the length of the 
labellum; on the inner surface at the back edges the surface 
is distinctly papillose, overall 1.7 cm long by 1 cm wide. 
Column: short, stout, with two rounded stelidia at the front. 
Anther cap: with a pair of very short, downward-pointing 
processes. 

Discussion: Dendrobium boosii appears to be related to 
D. crassimarginatum, which also shares its habitat. Both 
species have branching pseudobulbous stems that are 
constricted at the nodes, and labella that are edged 
with short, irregular and fleshy teeth. Vegetatively 
however, the leaves of D. boosii are narrower and held 
at 90 degrees to the stems. In terms of floral morphology, 
the blooms of this new species are told apart by their 
smaller size, relatively broader sepals, ruffled hypochile 
margins (vs. entire), obtuse epichile (vs. acute), shorter 
anther cap processes and by its white, pink, yellow and 
orange colouration (vs. pure white). 

Dendrobium boosii is the smallest-flowered member 
of section Calcarifera from the Philippines. 

Habitat: From the mountains at the back of Ormoc 
City, Leyte. Dendrobium boosii grows amongst lichen 
and thin mats of mosses in shaded but open localities, 
usually on the underside of branches and seldom on 
trunks, at elevations of about 700 metres. 

Etymology: Named for Ronny Boos, a resident of 
Tacloban City, Leyte. Ronny has found many species 
of orchids from both Leyte and Samar, a number of 
which have proved to be either new distribution 
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A New Malleola Species from the 


Philippines (Ronny Boos, Jim Cootes and 
Wally Suarez) 


Abstract: A Malleola species thought, in recent years, to be 
Malleola constricta Ames, was recently purchased by the 
partner of the first author (RB), whence under scrutiny it was 
found to be a species still unknown to science. A description 
for this plant Malleola flammea Boos, Cootes and W. Suarez is 
given below. 

The plant markets in Manila, Philippines, are a constant 
source of interesting plants, in a multitude of variation. There 
are suppliers of all types of plants whether they are species or 
hybrids. Usually at these markets there are a few vendors 
selling orchids, both species and hybrids. It was from one of 
these suppliers that the plant, described below, was purchased. 


Malleola flammea Boos, Cootes and W. Suarez 
sp. nov. 


Affinis Malleola constricta Ames, flores affinis nullus, vegetativus 
proprietas pro genere, etsi caules et inflorescentio longior; lobi laterales 
erecti, triangulari, apice acuti, curvus prorsus; lobus medius cauda 
similt, subsigmoideum; calcar brevi, crassus, rotundatus; differt. 

TYPE: Cultivated in Leyte, 6 August 2010, Ronny Boos 
001/10, originating in The Philippines, Island of Luzon 
(possible province: Nueva Vizcaya.) Holotype: PUH14624 

Description: Growth habit: pendulous; monopodial; 
epiphytic herb. Roots: appearing basally, round, smooth 
when new, becoming papillose with age. Stem: circular at the 
base, 2 mm in diameter basally; reaching 37 cm in length 
where the width is 3.5 mm. Leaves: leathery, oblong to 


Malleola flammea JC 
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lanceolate; distinct ridge running lengthwise; apex acute, 
unequally bi-lobed, 7 to 10 cm long by 1.2 to 1.5 cm wide; 
green to purplish green in colour; leaf sheath 1 to 1.5 cm long. 
Inflorescences: appearing from near the stem tips, opposite 
the base of the leaf sheath; pendulous, to 23 cm long by 1 to 
2 mm in diameter, occasionally branching at its lowermost 
node, bearing up to 48 flowers about 5 mm across the lateral 
sepals. Floral bracts: papery in texture; acute, 3 mm long. 
Blooms open from the base of the inflorescence and face in 
all directions. Blooms either non-resupinate, or lying on their 
sides, and opening first from the base of the inflorescence and 
facing in all directions, as with other members of the genus. 
There is no discernible scent. Flower colour: base colour 
ranges from yellow to brownish-orange, sepals and petals 
with two parallel red stripes of varying width; labellum white 
with irregular purple spots, base of labellum yellow; column 
is orange/yellow with red striping basally on the side lobes; 
spur is white to yellowish. Dorsal sepal: oblanceolate; 
cucullate; to 3 mm long by 1.5 mm wide. Petals: oblanceolate; 
slightly falcate; to 3 mm long by 1.5 mm wide. Lateral sepals: 
broadly ovate; slightly cucullate; to 3.5 mm long by 2 mm 
wide. Labellum: three lobed, overall 6 mm long by 2 mm 
wide at base; sidelobes erect, broadly triangular, rounded in 
front, apices acute, curved forwards. Mid lobe fleshy, tapering 
to a point, sub-sigmoid when viewed from the side, curving 
upwards. Spur: short, circular, slightly constricted at base. 
Column: squarish at the base; apex bearing 2 triangular- 
shaped, fleshy stelidia; another stelid is near the base of the 
column, hook-like, pointing upwards. Anther cap: semi- 
circular bearing 2 pollinia. Pedicel and Ovary: slightly 


tapering; lightly channelled, to 7 mm long by 1.5 mm 
in diameter. 


Habitat and Distribution: Malleola 
flammea is endemic to the Philippines where 
they have been found in Laguna and Nueva 
Vizcaya on Luzon. The nursery from where 
the holotype specimen came from is known to 
receive plants from Aurora, a province on the 
east coast of Luzon.’The second author (JC) 
has seen plants of this species in Nueva Vizcaya, 
growing at elevations ca. 1200 metres asl. 

Discussion: Malleola flammea appears to be 
unrelated to any known Philippine member of 
the genus. Malleola constricta Ames, based on 
labellum shape, is related to M. lyonii Ames 
and perhaps also M. eburnea Suarez & Cootes. 
Malleola baliensis J.J. Sm. also has a tapering 
midlobe as with M. flammea, but here it is 
strongly curved downwards, with a 
comparatively longer, slightly ‘constricted, 
diagonally oriented spur. The longer 
inflorescences and stems, long, acuminate, 
subsigmoid midlobe, the forward pointing side 
lobe apices, the fleshy, downward pointing, 
triangular stelidia, and the comparatively 
thicker spur set this species apart from other 
Philippine Malleola species. Malleola constricta 
Ames also has downward pointing stelidia, but 
in this species the apices are rounded. 

Etymology: The specific epithet is from the 
Latin flammea or fiery, in reference to the 
colouration of the flowers. 
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Five New Philippine Orchid Species 
(Wally Suarez) 

Abstract: Four new orchid species viz. Ceratostylis 
heterophylla Suarez, Tuberolabium minutum Suarez, 
Cirrhopetalum multiflorum Suarez, and Coelogyne salvaneraniana 
Suarez, and a new subspecies of Bulbophyllum saurocephalum, 
namely B. saurocephalum subsp. oncoglossum Suarez, are here 
described as new additions to the orchid flora of the Philippines. 

The province of Nueva Vizcaya is situated in the central 
portion of Luzon and is generally mountainous. Although 
much of its vegetation today consists mostly of scrub, due to 
rampant logging activities in the past decades, isolated pockets 
of relatively untouched forest remain, and it is in these areas 
that a good number of previously undescribed species, as well 
as new Philippine records have been detected. This paper 
deals with the description of an additional four entities, plus 
one from Surigao del Norte (Coelogyne salvaneraniana) on the 
island of Mindanao. The habitat of this latter species coincides 
roughly with ultramafic areas in Mindanao, a forest type not 
so wellunderstoodin composition but generally acknowledged 
to contain high endemism rates. One can only wonder how 
much more good material will be yielded, once these areas 
are more thoroughly explored, botanically. 


Ceratostylis heterophylla w. suarez sp. nov. 

Rhizoma ramosa; folia carnosa, in forma et crassitie variabile; 
inflorescentio capitato; flores albi; callo binato, glebosiformis; differt. 

TYPE: Philippines, Luzon, Nueva Vizcaya. Flowering 
observed on February 27, 2008. W. Suarez s.n. Holotype: 
NSW773438. 

Description: Rhizomes: branching, to 9 cm long by 3 to 4 
mm in diameter, covered with dry, brown, scale-like papery 
sheaths arranged in an imbricate pattern. Pseudobulbs: 
barrel-shaped, smooth, 1.5 cm high by 4 mm in diameter. 
Leaves: variable in shape and thickness. Some plants have 
elliptic-lanceolate, petiolate, very fleshy leaves, with deeply 
grooved, cylindrical petioles 1.3 to 1.5 cm long by 3 to 3.5mm 
in diameter; blade 6.5 cm long by 1 to 1.3 cm wide by 2 to 4.5 
mm thick. Others have more slender, sword-like leaves with 
grooved petioles to 1.3 cm long by 1 to 2 mm in diameter and 
blades to 10 cm long by 7 to 8.5 mm wide with a thickness of 
1 mm. Inflorescences: appear from the mid portion of the 
pseudobulbs, floral bracts tubular, persistent. Flowers: 
clustering, 1 to 16 are open at a time; 3 mm across by 4 mm 
high, very faintly fragrant. Flower colour: sepals and petals 
white; labellum pale yellow with a pair of low, lump-like, 
slightly darker yellow calli. Dorsal sepal: triangular-ovate, 
3 mm long by 2 mm wide. Petals: elliptic, 2.25 mm long by 1 
mm wide. Lateral sepals: oblong-ovate, 3 mm long by 2.25 
mm wide. Labellum: almost circular in shape, fleshy, apex 
slightly peaked, 1.5 mm long by 1.8 mm wide. Column: short, 
stout, wider than long, fleshy on both sides. 

Habitat: Low-level epiphytes on trunks and branches of 
small trees and shrubs in mossy forests and rooting in thick 
layers of mosses. Altitudinal distribution is from between 
1200 and 1500 metres. 

Flowering months: February and March. 

Recognition: This pretty species is recognised by its 
floriferous nature, with flowers arranged in dense clusters, 
and by its pair of lump-like, yellow calli on the disc. 

Etymology: From the Greek hetero- different, and phyllon 
leaf, a reference to the heteromorphic leaves of this species. 
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Tuberolabium minutum w. suarez sp.nov. 


Affinis T. sarcochiloides (Schitr.) Garay, sed florum multo parvus; 
epichilium in frons rotundatus, desuper triangulare, non compressus 
lateralis; differt. 

TYPE: Philippines, Luzon, Nueva Vizcaya. Flowering 
observed in April 26, 2007. W. Suarez s.n. Holotype: 
NSW773439. 

Description: Stems: semi-pendulous, ascending, 8 cm 
long, may produce a few side growths, bases almost concealed 
by the thick roots. Leaves: ovate to elliptic-lanceolate, 
coriaceous, 8 cm long by 1.5-2.2 cm wide; tips unequally 
bilobed. Inflorescences: horizontally ascending, thick, green, 
to 2 cm long. Flowers 8.5 mm across, faintly fragrant; 1-5 are 
open at a time. Flower colour: sepals and petals tawny to dirty 
yellow with diffused to distinct red spots; labellum white with 
minute red spots, abaxial side bright orange; column white 
with two red spots at the base. Dorsal sepal: elliptic-obtuse, 
5 mm long by 2 mm wide. Petals: elliptic-obtuse, 5 mm long 
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by .5 mm wide. Lateral sepals: elliptic, tips obtuse to 
moderately acute, 6 mm long by 2 mm wide. Labellum: 
three-lobed, lateral lobes thick, upright, almost rectangular in 
front, 0.5 mm high by 2 mm long; midlobe rounded in front, 
triangular from above, 1 mm long. 

Habitat: Epiphytic on tree branches and rooting in mosses. 
Habitat preferences and altitudinal distribution are still 
unknown. 

Flowering month: April. 

Recognition: Tuberolabium minutum W. Suarez is closely 
related and quite similar to T. sarcochiloides (Schltr.) Garay, but 
differs in the much smaller size of the flowers and the epichile, 
which is rounded in front and triangular from above. 
In T. sarcochiloides the epichile is laterally complanate with a 
calceiform shape. 

Etymology: From the Latin minutus small, a reference to 
the small flowers of this species. These blooms are the smallest 


amongst the Philippine members of the genus Tuberolabium 
to date. 
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Cirrhopetalum multiflorum 
W. Suarez sp. nov. 

Inflorescentio distincto; floribus 5-20, approximatus; sepalia 
lateralia lutea, margines exterior crispus inferus; columna alato, 
carens stelidia; differt. 

TYPE: Philippines, Luzon, Nueva Vizcaya. Flowers seen 
and collected on February 24, 2007. W. Suarez s.n. Holotype: 
NSW773442. 

Description: Pseudobulbs: ovoid, yellow-green with 3-5 
longitudinal keels, 2.5 cm high by 1.6 cm in diameter; 
separated at 1.5 cm intervals on the rhizome. Leaves: elliptic- 
ovate, apex obtuse, coriaceous, to 10.8 cm long by 3.3 cm 
wide. Inflorescences: arising from the base of the pseudobulbs, 
horizontal or nearly so; peduncle 12.5 cm long, dull brownish- 
red with faint yellowish dashes; sterile bracts two, funnel- 
like, keeled, apex acute, translucent yellowish or whitish, 7-8 
mm long; floral bracts acuminate, pinkish or whitish, 3 mm 
long. Flowers: 15-20, close to one another, not horizontally 
spreading, 9 mm - 3 cm long, 2.5 — 3 mm wide, faintly 
fragrant. Dorsal sepal yellow, apical half dark-red; petals 
yellow, strongly marked with carmine; lateral sepals yellow, 


dull red on the outer basal margins; labellum orange-yellow; 
column yellow with few red dashes on the column foot; 
anther cap yellow. Dorsal sepal: ovate, strongly concave, 3 
mm long by 2 mm wide; margins fringed with hairs, apex 
with a tail-like tip 1.5 mm long. Petals: triangular-falcate, 
lower edges almost hidden within the lateral sepals, surface 
minutely papillose, margins sparsely ciliate, 3 mm long by 1 
mm wide. Lateral sepals: lanceolate, margins down curved, 
1.25 cm long by 3 mm wide. Labellum: fleshy, smooth with 
almost indistinct lateral ridges, base somewhat truncate, apex 
rounded, 1.75 mm long by 1 mm wide. Column: winged, 
stelidia absent. 

Flowering months: Plants bloom during February and 
April and then again from August to September. 

Recognition: Cirrhopetalum multiflorum W. Suarez is a very 
distinctive species when in flower, and confusion with any 
other species is unlikely. The combined characters of many- 
flowered inflorescences, a consistently yellow colouration of 
the lateral sepals with the outer margins curled under and a 
winged column with no stelidia is diagnostic. 

Etymology: From the Latin multi- many, and florum 
flowers, a reference to the many-flowered inflorescences. 


Left: 
Cirrhopetalum multiflorum 
Ws 


THE ORGAN MOUNTAIN 
RANGE, ITS HISTORY 
AND ITS ORCHIDS 


D. Miller, R. Warren, I. Miller 
and H. Seehawer 2008 


Devastated by the coffee and railway 
booms of the previous centuries, the 
Brazilian Organ Mountain Range still hides 
small fragments of original forest. This is 
an attractive, intelligent and important 
book which uses orchids to highlight the 
plight of this magical yet fragile 
environment. With over 600 species 
photographed in their own habitat it is a 
mine of useful information for growers. 


315 orchid photos and 228 water colours 
— 602 species are described. 


Hardcover. 572 pages. 
$1 30.00 Plus Postage 


Visa/Mastercard accepted 


Australian 
Orchid Foundation 


AOR 021 


P.0. Box 322, 
Essendon North, Vic. 3041 
Phone/Fax (03) 5627 6303 


www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au 


www.australianorchidreview.com.au 


Coelogyne salvaneraniana w. Suarez sp. nov. 


Affinis C. confusa Ames, sed inflorescentio proterantho, non 
heterantho, midlobo labelli acuto ad apicem; midlobo colorato croceo 
ad ferrugineo; differt. 

TYPE: Philippines, Mindanao, Surigao del Norte. Flowering 
observed in March 6, 2007. W. Suarez s.n. Holotype: 
NSW773445. 

Description: Pseudobulbs: ovoid to fusiform, 3 to 4-angled, 
ascending, wrinkled, green, 4.5 cm high by 2.5 cmin diameter; 
bifoliate. Leaves: lanceolate to broadly lanceolate with 3 
prominent veins, sub-erect to arching, to 38.2 cm long by 2.7 
- 4.3 cm wide. Inflorescences: terminal, sub-erect, appearing 
with the new growths, to 20.5 cm long, green, bear up to 8 
flowers: floral bracts shed off early, elliptic-lanceolate, brown, 
slightly concave, keeled, 2.2 cm long by 1.2 cm wide. Flower 
colour: sepals and petals pale green; labellum cream with 
brown or orange markings; column green, orange to rust- 
orange at the apex. Flowers to 4 cm across, last for up to 8 
days. Dorsal sepal: ovate-elliptic, 2.5 cm long by 1 cm wide, 
ridged at the back; 7-veined. Petals: linear-lanceolate, 2.4 cm 


Below: Coelogyne salvaneraniana WS 
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long by 3 mm wide, 3-veined. Lateral sepals: ovate-elliptic, 
slightly oblique, 2.3 cm long by 8 mm wide, ridged at the 
back; 6 to 7-veined. Labellum: three-lobed; lateral lobes 
upright, obtusely truncate in front, 1 cm long by 4 mm high; 
midlobe arrowhead-shaped, margins wavy, 5 mm long by 1.2 
cm wide; disc with three ridges 1 mm high, median ridge 1 
cm long, lateral ridges 1.3 cm long. Column: arched, 1.4 cm 
long; apex slightly winged, indistinctly erose. 

Habitat: Epiphytic on trunks of trees (on ultramafic 
substrates?) at altitudes of around 700 metres. 

Flowering months: Inflorescences develop between the 
months from November to March. 

Recognition: Coelogyne salvaneraniana W. Suarez is a 
member of section Lentiginosae Pfitzer and is related to C. 
confusa Ames but differs primarily in its proteranthous, not 
heteranthous inflorescences. The outline of the labellum is of 
a much different shape and it has a distinctly orange to rust- 
brown colouration on its midlobe, which has an acute apex. 

Etymology: Named in honour of the Salvanera family of 
Pulilan, Bulacan, who supplied the author with the specimens 
from which the description was based. 
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Bulbophyllum saurocephalum subsp. 


oncoglossum W. Suarez subsp. nov. 


Habitus et inflorescentio eadem atque in specie; flores plus late 
aperiens; labello carnosissimo, laterilobo triangulo-semifalcato; differt. 

TYPE: Philippines, Luzon, Nueva Vizcaya. Flowering 
observed on January 20, 2008. W. Suarez s.n. Holotype: 
NSW773440. 

Description: Pseudobulbs: tapering, 3.7 cm high by 1.5 cm 
in diameter; with 7-8 obtuse furrows. Rhizomes: 4 mm thick, 
carries the pseudobulbs at intervals of 5-9 mm. Leaves: elliptic- 
lanceolate, dark green; petioles 6 mm-1.1 cm. long; blade 13.7 
cm long by 3.3 cm wide. Inflorescences: sub-erect to arching, 
to 13 cm long by 6 mm in diameter, dark brownish-red, 
indumentum often present in the form of sparse, whitish hairs; 
rachis can bear approximately 40 flowers. Flowers: sepals and 
petals whitish with dark red stripes; labellum dull greenish to 
dark purple-red; 6 mm across by 1 cm high with a faint, 
unpleasant odour. Dorsal sepal: elliptic-oblong, apex slightly 


Bulbophyllum 
saurocephalum 
subsp. oncoglossum 
ws 
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hooded, 6 mm long by 3 mm wide. Petals: triangular, strongly 
tapering towards the apex, margins not minutely sparsely 
erose as in B. saurocephalum, 2 mm long by 1 mm wide, 
minutely hairy on the abaxial surface. Lateral sepals: joined, 6 
mm long by 1.5 mm wide, furnished with minute hairs on the 
apex. Labellum: three-lobed, epichile very fleshy, mound-like; 
lateral lobes shaped like shark fins, with obtuse apices. 

Flowering months: January to early March. 

Recognition: This subspecies is recognised from the 
nominate form in having more widely opening dorsal sepal 
and petals, a much fleshier labellum and differently shaped 
side lobes. In B. saurocephalum the labellum is flat and the side 
lobes are rhombic in outline. The characters of this new 
subspecies are consistent in all 12 living specimens I have 
studied, and compared against 9 live plants of B. saurocephalum. 
No intermediate specimens have been encountered. 

Etymology: The subspecific name was taken from the 
Greek onco- swollen, and glossa tongue, a reference to the 
distinctly swollen labellum. 
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respected botanical and horticultural authors. The book is divided in 
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How to grow orchids in 
the backyard 


| by Robert Friend 


MY It sounds too good to be true, but orchids are 
| as easy to grow in the backyard as a lawn or a 
bed of roses. Despite their exotic reputation, 
the everyday gardener can grow orchids 
without special pots or greenhouses. 


|) The book shows you haw to introduce orchids 
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es u them in garden beds. With more than 150,000 
species and hybrids of orchids in the world, there are plants suitable for every garden. 
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Robert Friend draws on a lifetime's experience with orchids to explain how to 
choose the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different 
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that would bear his name. These first cattleyas 
are the classic cattleyas, whose form defined 
the essence of tropical orchids for generations 
to come. Indeed, the colour of their flowers 
became known as “orchid.” In this helpful 
and informative book, each classic Cattleya 
species (and cattleya-like Laelia species) is 
described in fascinating detail, and its role in 
breeding programs is elucidated. All that is 
required to appreciate and grow the large- 
flowered cattleyas successfully is included. 
There are ten line drawings and 162 
wonderful colour photographs. Cultivation, humidity and watering, fertilising, 
propagation, and diagnosing and treating problems are detailed, making this 
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down to Bolivia. The type species Huntleya 
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their striking colours — from deep blue to 
waxy red, royal purple to almost black — 
flowers of this group are known for their 
distinctive shapes, patterns, and textures. As 
appealing as these lovely tropical orchids 
are, their identification has been confused 
since the first species was described in the 
mid-1800s. Recent DNA studies have led to 
; — a clearer understanding of relationships 
and, as a result of this clarity, it is now possible to sort out the taxonomic problems 
and identity the characteristics that set species apart. In this first book devoted to 
the Huntleya alliance, author Patricia Harding presents evidence from the scientific 
literature, other growers, and her own experience that will enable orchid 
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and photographing orchids for three decades. 
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the cultivation of this beautiful genus. A section on 
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inheritance and genetics that will benefit any 
hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as 
helpful hints on how to avoid pitfalls in your 
hybridising program. Michael Hallett, a friend of 
Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with Fred and has completed 
it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research and botany, 
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GROWING PHALAENOPSIS AT HOME 
by James Neal 


This book is essential reading and reference for || 
any person who grows, or is intending to grow, |} 
Phalaenopsis. 
Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, | 
explains and elaborates on light conditions, 
watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and 
diseases. 

Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named | 
and the implications of growing seedlings, | 
illustrate some of the more difficult ideas for the 
layman to understand. 

The colour photography illustrates beautifully the 
topics under discussion and the orchid names are 
supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 
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4 Dendrobium hybrids. This book was written 
for everybody from the absolute amateur 
4 through to the hardened “orchid nut”. 
4 However, due to its low cost and practical 
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literature. Simple, easy to understand 
y} language, lots of pictures, and glorious 
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@ orchids ever photographed both in nature 
and at orchid shows. 


The title is somewhat misleading, as the text covers major cultivation principles for ALL 
orchid genera, not just the Australian native Dendrobium species and their hybrids. Topics 
covered (and illustrated) include Blooms, Starting a Collection, Housing Your Orchids, Day 
to Day Growing, Pests and Diseases, Physical Damage, Cymbidiums and Sarcochilus, plus 
Bits and Pieces (information about orchid propagation, orchid societies and deflasking.). 
This booklet is recommended for all new orchid enthusiasts, and all who want to brush up 


on their cultural skills and knowledge. 
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